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AMSAF Motorcycle Training
Scholarship and Helmet 

Financial Assistance

The first Monday of each
month the AMSAF Motorcycle
Training Scholarship opens up
and continues to open up
each month on the first Mon-
day at 8:00 am if we have
money available. Check out
the website at
www.amsaf.org/scholarships if
we have money available you
will be able to get into the site.
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If we don’t have money available
you won’t be able to go into it.  The
AMSAF Program saves you close
to 50% of the original cost.  All
schools are MSF/MVD certified
and are good but are at different
prices. Check out which is best for
you. 

The helmet program continues to
help many folks in Arizona and will
save you close to 50% off of
MSRP. Between AMSAF credit and
the authorized dealer’s 25% off
MSRP you can get a great deal on
a DOT full face or modular helmet.
A huge THANK YOU to the below
dealers for financially helping you.
www.amsaf.org/helmets 

The dealers are:
Desert Wind H-D
Buddy Stubbs H-D
Cycle Gear
RideNow
The Helmet Center

Next year AMSAF will have been
in business for 10 years and in that
time we’ve helped over 3000 indi-
viduals and families in Arizona.
Our Mission from the beginning
has been to promote safety and

awareness and help reduce
crashes, injuries and fatalities.
We’ve made a difference in that
time. We continue to be involved
with the State, Healthcare Commu-
nity, Legal and many organizations
and businesses in Arizona who
want to help us. We continue work-
ing to get involved with the Insur-
ance Company’s. TOGETHER we
can make a difference. 

Are you a business or individual
who wants to be involved with us
and help the Community? If you
are send me an email at
mick@amsaf.org 

Each year we’ve grown and we
couldn’t have done it without the
support and help of our Executive
and Advisory Board. Check out our
Board members on our website
under “About us”. We’re very
proud of this group.  In addition we
have had so many wonderful
Sponsors, partners that have
stepped up to help us and are in-
volved in the community to a great
extent. 
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One of the most important events
at Meeting of the Minds is the leg-
islative strategy session. Each
year, during this session, state mo-
torcycle rights groups develop the
federal legislative priorities for the
following year. Items are dis-
cussed, debated and eventually
voted on, with each Sustaining
State Motorcyclists’ Rights Organi-
zation (SSMRO) having a voice
and a vote. Legislative priorities are
placed in one of three categories,
“High,” “Medium” and “Monitor”.
These priorities will serve as a
roadmap, for the Motorcycle Riders
Foundation Washington D.C. team,
as we focus on 2021.

While you can see the full detailed
list of priorities in the next American
Bikers’ Journal, below is brief pre-
view of the “High” priority items ap-
proved during the session.

Profiling: Continue pursuit of the
House anti-profiling resolution mir-
roring the Senate version that
passed unanimously. Build mo-
mentum for inclusion of anti-profil-
ing language in other legislation.

Renewable Fuels: Advocate for tar-
geted changes to the Renewable
Fuel Standard (RFS).

Autonomous Vehicles: Advocate
and monitor any legislation or regu-
lations related to motorcycles con-
cerning connected and
autonomous vehicles.

Emission Regulations: Engage the
EPA & Congress on any activity re-
lated to motorcycle emission regu-
lations.

Definition of a Motorcycle: 
Crash Avoidance: Continue to pro-
mote the theme of crash avoidance
versus safer crashing urging
NHTSA and the DOT to focus on
crash prevention and rider educa-
tion.

Helmet Laws: Oppose any manda-
tory federal helmet, apparel or con-
spicuity standards.

Black Box: Pursue legislative lan-
guage that any collected or avail-
able vehicle data is the property of
the consumer and in which the
consumer has the choice to opt-out
of having their personal data com-
municated to interested partiesEd-
ucate policymakers and advocate
for change to current definition, that
better reflects the current two- and
three-wheel motorcycle landscape.

Surface Transportation Reautho-
rization (Highway Bill): Advocate
and pursue legislative efforts that
impact motorcyclists in the High-
way Bill, now set to expire in 2021.
Crash Avoidance: Continue to pro-
mote the theme of crash avoidance
versus safer crashing urging
NHTSA and the DOT to focus on
crash prevention and rider educa-
tion.

=====================

Tracking Autonomous 
Vehicle Testing

Whether the general public knows
it or not, autonomous vehicles
(AVs) are being tested on our
roads every day. The Motorcycle
Riders Foundation, as well as other
transportation groups, have voiced
our concerns about the deployment
of these “test vehicles” on our na-
tion’s roadways. In many cases,the
type of vehicles being tested, their
capabilities and the roads they use
has not been public knowledge.

This week, in response to these
concerns, the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration
(NHTSA) unveiled a new website
that allows individuals to see where
autonomous vehicles are being
tested. While only a pilot
program,the website allows users
to see the cities where tests are
taking place, the make and model
of vehicles, the number of vehicles
being tested and, in some cases,
the actual streets where the AVs
are deployed.

Currently,a limited number of states
and manufacturers are participating
in the program. The participating
companies are Beep, Cruise, Fiat
Chrysler Automobiles, Local Mo-
tors, Navya, Nuro, Toyota, Uber,
and Waymo,with data available in
numerous states.

“Through this initiative, the Depart-
ment is creating a formal platform
for Federal, State, and local gov-
ernment to coordinate and share
information in a standard way,” said
U.S. Transportation Secretary
Elaine L. Chao.

We encourage you to visit the web-
site and see if AVs are being tested
in your town. Feel free to share this
information with non-riders as well,
since all roadway users will be im-
pacted by the testing of AVs. Re-
member this data is constantly
being updated so check back often.

MRF Update
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MMA of Arizona State Officers
Chairman Cindy Gates 623-695-5659                cgates0617@yahoo.com
Vice Chairman Dan "Breeze" Clore                             
Secretary Terry "Hardware" Krider             909-844-4429/                terrykrider@att.net
Treasurer Pam Mahan 602-919-0003 treasurer@mma-az.org
SGT at Arms OPEN 
Membership Julie Funk                                  480-440-5155 juliejay612@yahoo.com
Activities Rebecca “Vine” Holyoak 928-978-2850                        woodnvine@live.com
Communications OPEN communications@mma-az.org
Quartermaster OPEN quartermaster@mma-az.org
AIL Representative C.J. Swinford 602.788.2088 cj@mma-az.org
Designated Lobbyist Rick Lebron                   714-742-6703 alobbyist@mma-az.org
Patriot Editor Eric “Spanky” Hampton 602-367-9524 editor@mma-az.org
Webmaster Contract service provider webmaster@mma-az.org
M.A.P Coordinator/ OPEN
Designated Lobbyist, Sky Pilot, Skypilot to Authorized Lobbyist

MMA of Arizona District Contacts
Leather/Eagle District Julie Funk                        District Manager                  480-440-5155

OPEN                              Asst. District Manager
Cindy Gates Secretary 623-695-5659

Rim Country District Ed “Big Papa” Carafa 602-471-4726 joannecarafa@gmail.com 
Terry “Hardware” Krider   Asst. District Manager          909-844-4429

Verde Valley District District Manager             Alan Christian                             928-567-7478      
Asst. District Manager      Gary Wilharm                           928-300-2242
Secretary                         Patty Eames
Treasurer                        David Goldstein
Sgt. at Arms                     Harley Kipena 

Meetings 2nd Sunday of the month at 11:00 am at the     American Legion Post 25, 480 S. Calvary
Way, Cottonwood, Az. 86326

MMA of Arizona Life Service
Mike Bennett
Tom and Lynna Buohl 
Fritz Clapp, Esq   
Tom Corr
Dick “Turtle” Davis* 
Dave Deckwa 
Marysia Deckwa 
Mick Degn
Bob Gates
Howard Gelman 
James Gonzales 
Lee Gonzales 

Mary Hart   
Bobbi Hartmann
Ed “Hollywood” Holyoak 
Becca “Vine” Holyoak 
Joseph Hoodak
Ray “Rayman” Huston
Tambria Kirk-Huston 
Teri Kelley*
Butch Kirkham 
Carl Letzin 
Joanne Letzin 
“Pipe” Loomis 

Stony Monday
Steve “Muskrat” Musgrave 
Janie Picciano
Tony Picciano 
Wes Sellards
Mike Shearhart 
Willie Shearhart
Edward “Jersey” Smith 
Betty McDonald-Swinford 
J. Swinford
Mike "Cooch" Menoche

MMA of Arizona Life Membership
Casa Grande District
Tom Corr
Eddie Davis
Steve Musgrave*
Carol Myers

Cochise District
Jon V. Everett
Kresent Gurtler
Ernie Harris
Thom Ihli
David Leabo
Phyllis Rimmer
Betty Rodriguez

Eagle District
Julie Cissne
Kimberly Cole
Cherie Dubrow
Billy “Desperado” Larson
George Graham
Ray Houston
Eufemio Polanco
Gene Mummet
Earl Rigby
Scot Williamson
Wesley Strait
Michael Vigorito

Grand Canyon District
Stephen Briggs

High Country District
Marlin Kessler
Colin MacDiarmid*
Stony Monday

Leather
David Barr
Debbie Basher
Richard L. Davis*
Jerry Dyer
Terry Engelking
Cindy Gates
James Gonzales
Lee Gonzales
Larry Griffith
Dave “Stiffy” Hill
Don Hill
Rhonda Holz

Joseph Hoodak
Tambria Kirk
Dave Kopp
David Ladd
Henry “Skip” Mikolajczyk
Tony Picciano
Jane Picciano
Deborah Riggs
Gerald Riggs
John “Skip” Sims
Edward Smith
Ron Spirlock
Paul Stuart
Garry Thurston
Kris Wall
Michael Wendt

Northern Arizona District
Ray Bozzola
Larry Evans
Joseph Harris
Bill Hulsey
Carlene Hulsey
Bill Justice
Marie Justice
Renee Lippert
Steve”Limey” Lippert
Eddie Lovato

Phoenix District
Mark Be_lden
Mark Borato
Tom Buohl
Lynna Buohl
Russell G. Cheetham Jr.
David Deckwa Sr.
Marysia Deckwa
Lee Erceg*
Tom Erhardt
Victor Florio
Jack “Yukon Jack” Fry
Jeff Gordon
Tracy Gruber
Mary Hart
Bobbi Hartmann
Barbara Hatley*
Roger Hurm
Lee Irvine
Butch Kirkham
Judy Kirkham

Karen Konley
Keven Kullberg
Chester Larson
Sue Leggett
Dean Lott
Diane Malone
Betty McDonald
Larry Myers
Fred Pascarelli
Forrest Phillips
Beverlee Simmons
Waldo Stuart*
Charles Swinford

Red Mountain District
Mike “Maddog” Bennett
James Cionci
J.D. De Paolantonio
Debra Donaldson
Dave Grey
Bob Gumfory
Glen Koepke
Trish McElyea
Mike Shearhart
Willie Shearhart
Carl Letzin
Joanne Pilger-Letzin
Michelle Wirth-Packer

Rim Country District
Ed “Hollywood” Holyoak
Becca Holyoak
Ruth Lewis
Roger Ogborn
Diane Schultz
Wayne Slocum
Jane Wilcox

Salt River District
James Best
Mick Degn
John Emerson
Chuck Franklin
Howard Gelman
Bill Goodwin
Bob Gumfory
Sherry Harradence
Gay Hayward
James Hillyard
William Hitze

Wade Jackson
Larry Jenkins
Phyllis Kelley*
Glen Koepke
Elmer Myers
Darline Olsen
“Lady Jewells” Olson-
Lentz
Greg Oppedal
Don “Sandman” Randolph
Catherine “Kate” Rouse
Larry Venteicher

Tucson District
Dennis Beye
M. Juaregui
Ron Kool
Ralph Levon
Pipe Loomis
Kathy Marble
Martin Minninger
The Solano Family

Verde Valley District
David Browne
Ken Cadigan
Robert Dixson
Rose Dixson
Jessica Howell
Bob Gates
Bill Lyons Jr.
Michael Mooney
Phil O’Neil
Dale Vandermolen

Westsiders District
Deborah Blair
Kimberley “Sunshiney”
Cole
George Graham
Ray Huston
Gene “Gobb” Mummert
Wesley “T-Bone” Straight
Michael Vigorito

White Mountain District
Tim Belous
Randy Crider
John “Oilcan” Fields*
Bob Kirby

Ben McLachlan
Robin Pierce
Randy Rahn
Terry K. Rutherford
Rich Tuminello
Denise Hunter-Tuminello
Buddy Zahnle
Wes Sellards
Dick Tush

Other District
Mike Revere

MMA State
NCOM
Bill Bish - Encino, CA
Fritz Clapp Esq.
Joe Eggleston*
Tank
Tiger Mike Revere

Motorcycle Club 
Life Members
Sober Riders since
08/2003
Limey Riders since
09/2005
VIII’s Society since
11/2006

Life Emeritus Members
Roger “Priest” Hurm -
Chairman
Bill Justice - Chairman
CJ Swinford - Chairman
Colin “Cinders” MacDi-
armid- Chairman*
Tom Coor - Chairman

Co-Founders of MMA-AZ
Joe Eggleston, Esq.* AIM
Attorney
Richard Lester, Esq. AIM
Attorney

* In Memoriam
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MMA of Arizona District Meeting Times & Locations
Eagle/Leather District
2nd Saturday at 10 am
Charley’s Place
4324 W. Thunderbird Rd.
Glendale, AZ

Rim Country District
2nd Sunday at 10 am 
American Legion post 69
on Hwy 260 
Payson, AZ

Verde Valley District
We still meet 2nd Sunday at 11am,
Moose Lodge # 1449 - 1051 S. Broad-
way, 
Clarkdale, AZ 86324

What is the MMA?
MMA is a Motorcyclists Rights Or-
ganization (MRO) comprised of mo-
torcyclists and motorcycle
enthusiasts who are concerned with
the future, safety, and welfare of
motorcycling. We are a non-profit,
educational organization dedicated
to improving the social atmosphere
that surrounds motorcyclists, and
protecting the individual freedoms
of citizens. 

We are an association that lobbies
and educates the government and
the general public to promote mo-
torcycling in a safe and positive
image. When you become a mem-
ber of the MMA of Arizona, you
make a difference in the ongoing
mission to protect your right to ride
and enjoy the motorcycle of your
choice, your choice of riding ap-
parel, and when and where you can
ride a motorcycle. These issues are
real and present in today’s “protect
yourself from yourself” political en-
vironment. This holds true for all
levels of government.

At the state level we have a lobbyist
who regularly visits our state capital
to lobby our legislators on the is-
sues concerning the motorcyclists
in Arizona. On the national level we
are aligned with the National Coali-
tion of Motorcyclists (NCOM), and
several other motorcycle rights or-
ganizations.

Memberships are open to anyone
regardless of what type of motorcy-
cle you ride, if any. All memberships
include: The Motorcycle Patriot
Newsletter, Membership Card,
$4,000 Accidental Death & Dis-
memberment Benefit, Event Up-
dates, Voting Guides, and the
ability to interact with some of the
most politically active motorcyclists
in the state of Arizona.

The MMA of Arizona needs the sup-
port of all motorcycle riders and we
hope you will consider joining this
dedicated organization.

Please join us in the cause to pro-
tect your rights.

AMSAF Motorcycle Training Scholarship and Helmet Financial Assistance
Each year we put on a great event to promote our
Mission and although the Virus has affected events
this year, we’ve move our event to May 1, 2021.
This event brings all the key individuals and busi-
ness’s together to help reduce crashes, injuries
and fatalities.  Check this event out at
www.amsaf.org/RFTLH  it’s called “Share the Road
& Riding for the Long Haul”. This year our focus is
more on Share the Road and helping to Reduce
Distracted Driving. We still have some tickets avail-
able for this event if interested. Going to be a great
time with a lot of raffles, music, guest speaker and
some great food.  

As in any organization and as you continue to grow
you look for individuals who can help it grow and
bring their talent to your organization. At this time
we’re looking for some talented individuals who

want to be part of this organization.  Below is a job
description for Advisory Board Position that we
have open. If interested please send your resume
to Mick at mick@amsaf.org and we’ll send you an
application.  

Advisory Board: A key to building a secure organ-
ization is having an independent advisory board of
community leaders, motorcycle Safety enthusiasts
and other interested people. Advisory board mem-
bers are active volunteers and should reflect diver-
sified representation from various cultures,
socioeconomic groups, and urban and rural set-
tings.

continued page 7

Join MMA online - http://mma-az.org/about/mma-az-membership
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NCOM 
NEWSLETTER

Compiled & Edited by Bill Bish,
National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM)

BIKERS FROM ACROSS AMERICA BRAVE
PANDEMIC TO ATTEND NCOM CONVENTION
Although smaller than normal, due to the
COVID-19 threat, the rescheduled NCOM Con-
vention held Oct. 16-18 in Indianapolis suc-
ceeded in “being here for those dedicated
Freedom Fighters who were determined enough
to brave a deadly health crisis to be here for
each other,” explained a masked NCOM Chair-
man James “Doc” Reichenbach.

Legal and legislative seminars and roundtables
were socially distanced but fairly well attended,
considering the dire circumstances, and seats at
the dinner tables were mostly filled for the Silver
Spoke Awards Banquet to honor bikers’ rights
activists such as author and filmmaker John E.
(Black Dragon) Bunch II (ENTERTAINMENT);
Jad Breiner - Sons of Silence MC, editor of
Brothers Behind Bars (BBB) Newsletter
(MEDIA); Pete Leehey - AIM Attorney, Iowa
(LEGAL); with SPECIAL RECOGNITION
AWARDS going to Nancy Nemecek and Fred
“Sarge” Matthews, and NCOM's RON ROLOFF
LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD presented
to John Bilotta Jr., Operations Director for
ABATE of Virginia.

Dates and location for the 36th annual National
Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM) Convention
in 2021 have yet to be finalized, so stay tuned
for further details as they are announced.

CALIFORNIA BECOMES FIRST STATE TO
BAN GAS-POWERED VEHICLES
Governor Gavin Newsom (D) announced that
he will “aggressively move California further
away from its reliance on climate change-caus-
ing fossil fuels” by issuing an executive order on
September 23rd mandating that all new passen-
ger vehicles be zero-emission by 2035.

His historic action will require all passenger ve-
hicle manufacturers to shun internal combustion
engines and fully electrify their line-up, meaning
that manufacturers that wish to continue to sell
in the Golden State will only be allowed to sell
new electric cars and trucks after the deadline.

Motorcycles are not included in the definition of
“passenger vehicles,” but the order does con-
tain a clause to achieve “100 percent zero-emis-
sion from off-road vehicles and equipment
operations in the State by 2035,” which would
presumably include all new ATVs and dirt bikes.

The executive order only applies to the sale of
new vehicles and will not prevent Californians
from owning gas-burning automobiles or selling
them on the used car market.

“This is the most impactful step our state can
take to fight climate change,” said Gov. Newsom
as California has become the first U.S. state to
join with 15 countries that have already commit-
ted to phase out gasoline-powered vehicles.

ATVs GET APPROVAL FOR USE ON CITY’S
STREETS
Off-road tourism got a boost with news that a
city has opened its streets to side-by-side and
ATV traffic.  In central Wisconsin, the Tomah Po-
lice Department reports on its Facebook that
“ATV/UTV routes within the City of Tomah are
now legally opened for operation and use.  Now
that all City of Tomah signage is erected, streets
within the City of Tomah are now legally opened
for ATV/UTV traffic.”

Some key points related to ATV/UTV operation
within the City of Tomah, WI:
- Unless otherwise posted, the routes within the
City of Tomah include all roads with a speed
limit of 35mph or less;
- ATVs and UTVs may only be operated on ap-
proved routes from 6am - 10pm;
- Operators must be 16 or older and possess a
valid license and proof of insurance;
- All other state statutes related to the use and
operation of an ATV/UTV are applicable.

INNOCENT BIKER’S PERSISTENCE NETS
NEW HARLEY
The Texas biker may have deserved a speeding
ticket, but he didn’t think the traffic stop war-
ranted the questioning, roadside investigation,
pat-down search, or enduring an hour of detain-
ment along the roadway waiting for a drug-sniff-
ing dog to arrive on the scene; resulting in
inconvenience and embarrassment because a
law enforcement officer had guessed wrong.

Statistically, police are terrible at determining
which motorists are worthy of being detained
and searched, often relying on signs of a
driver’s deception such as twitching, fidgeting or
lack of eye-contact, all of which research long
has debunked as signals of lying.

“There are no nonverbal and verbal cues
uniquely related to deceit,” a 2011 review of de-
ception research concluded, while a 2005 study
of Texas police found officers performed barely
above random chance in being able to discern a
person telling the truth from a liar.

Texas police performed just under a million
searches during traffic stops last year, according
to figures reported to the Texas Commission on
Law Enforcement, and though “hit rates” vary by
department, only about 1 in 5 resulted in contra-
band being found.  Yet Texas law enforcement
agencies seized about $50 million in forfeited
funds in each of the past five years; with pro-
ceeds split between police and prosecutors and
used to fund more searches.

Police once needed probable cause that a
crime was occurring to investigate motorists
during a stop.  But in 1968, the U.S. Supreme
Court allowed brief stops based on a lower
standard of “reasonable suspicion” of wrongdo-
ing.  A later decision clarified that if the officer
can’t specify why he suspects a crime is afoot, a
traffic stop may last only long enough to check
the driver’s paperwork and write a ticket or
warning.

Most recent national analyses of traffic stops
have focused on the disproportionate rate of po-
lice searches of Black and Hispanic motorists,
though a federal measure currently under con-
sideration in Congress could add motorcycle rid-
ers to that profiling study group.

And so this biker was relieved to finally be al-
lowed on his way with just a ticket, but knew it
wasn’t right and figured his motorcycle club vest
must have raised the officer’s suspicions.

Innocent people rarely protest meritless
searches, so finding an attorney to take his
case was difficult.  The overwhelming number of
legal challenges occur in suppression hearings,
when an officer’s suspicions were correct; con-
traband was discovered and the defendant
seeks to have the evidence tossed on proce-
dural grounds.

With the help of an Austin attorney who repre-
sents motorcyclists, the angry biker filed a law-
suit against the Texas trooper in early 2019.
Soon after reviewing the dashcam video,
lawyers for the Texas attorney general’s office
said they were ready to settle.

According to the story posted in Insane Throttle
(www.HarleyLiberty.com), the two sides agreed
on $11,000 to compensate wronged rider
Thomas Kost for the unjustified intrusion, and
he used the settlement money to buy a new
Harley.

BLACK MOTORCYCLE CLUB SUES COUNTY
OVER EVENT CANCELLATION
The East Bay Dragons, founded in the 1950s as
the first all-Black motorcycle club to exist in Cali-
fornia’s Bay Area, has filed a federal lawsuit
against Solano County alleging they concocted
a reason to cancel a planned club event at the
fairgrounds after hearing that one of the club’s
members had an association with the Black
Panthers.

Still in its early stages, the suit claims that the
Dragons planned a 60th anniversary event at
the Solano County Fairgrounds in Vallejo, but
the event was canceled at the last minute, after
the Dragons had spent thousands in fees and
planning.

According to the lawsuit, the trouble for the
planned August 2019 event started when a
county employee learned that a member of the
Dragons owned a bakery in Oakland, proudly
located at the site of the Black Panthers’ first
headquarters

The suit claims all of this was a problem for the
county employee, who allegedly remarked that
the Black Panthers were “the greatest threat to
the internal security of the country,” and started
working to cancel the Dragons’ event.  As a re-
sult of this, the suit alleges, fairgrounds staff in-
vented the ruse that there was a credible threat
to the safety of the event, “but there was no
credible threat at all.”

“This insidious belief of EBD’s threat traveled all
the way to Oakland and with the help of the
Oakland Police Department, at the conclusion
of the 60th anniversary celebration on Septem-
ber 2, 2019, the EBD were surrounded by Oak-
land Police Department officers due to racist
motives,” the civil complaint says.

In East Oakland, the biker club is beloved, says
Councilman Larry Reid, who said their club-
house in his district has distributed food on
Thanksgivings and toy drives during Christmas.

MOTORCYCLE MECHANIC GETS COMPEN-
SATION OVER BIKE ‘PHOBIA’
A mechanic at a Harley-Davidson dealership in
England has received over £60k ($77,665 USD)
settlement after being left unable to work due to
“motorcycle phobia” sustained in a work-related
accident with an at-fault car whose driver admit-
ted liability.

The mechanic was road testing a customer’s
bike at the time of the crash, resulting in physi-
cal and psychiatric injuries, including a new-
found fear of riding the motorcycles he had to
work on, rendering him unable to continue doing
the job he loved.

Despite receiving support from his employer, the
mechanic left the bike business and now has
hopes to become a photographer.

MOTORCYCLISTS ‘A DANGER TO THEM-
SELVES’ SAYS TRANSPORTATION REPORT
A transport consultation released by the Oxford
County Council has branded motorcyclists as
pollution emitting liabilities to safety.  The paper
outlines transport and connectivity plans, which
are clearly biased against motorcycle riding, and
goes to great lengths to champion bicycles,
walking and public transportation.

Rather than just side with pedal power and
walking, the public document goes on to set a
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worrisome precedent by labeling motorcycles
and their riders as dangerous polluters; Just two
of the anti-motorcycle statements read: “Statisti-
cal evidence suggests motorcyclists are a dan-
ger to themselves” and “Motorbikes are mostly
still using fossil fuels to run, meaning they are
environmentally unsound, not sustainable, and
contribute to air pollution.”

The British Motorcycle Federation
(www.BMF.co.uk) has now picked up the case
and are chasing the council to have the anti-
biker rhetoric dropped from the official paper.
“The Oxfordshire Transport Panel have cynically
used the current COVID-19 crisis to attempt to
force through the adoption of this outrageous
Transport Plan,” charged their Chairman, Jim
Freeman, further stating that "The BMF urge all
members to be especially vigilant at this time in
scrutinizing local authorities and other bodies
who may use this crisis to ‘bury news’ concern-
ing similar discriminatory attitudes and moves.”

BRITISH MOTORCYCLE RACER RECOG-
NIZED BY THE QUEEN
TT champion Ryan Farquhar, one of the world’s

most esteemed and successful motorcycle road
racers, was awarded a BEM (British Empire
Medal) in the Queen’s Birthday Honours List.

The Northern Irishman received the award for
his “Services to Motorcycling” over a career that
has seen him secure three Isle of Man TT wins,
five North West 200 victories and nine Ulster
Grand Prix triumphs, clinching an incredible
total of 357 road race victories.

Farquhar says he was completely taken aback
by the news of his award, saying it is “very spe-
cial” to have his achievements recognized in
such a high-profile manner outside of the sport
itself.  "I never ever dreamed I would receive an
accolade like this.  Motorcycle racing in general,
and particularly road racing, doesn't generally
get the recognition of other sports.”

AIMEXPO, IMS POSTPONED DUE TO CORO-
NAVIRUS
Following a meeting of the MIC (Motorcycle In-
dustry Council) Board of Directors, the difficult
decision was made to postpone the 2021 AIM-
Expo, the industry’s annual trade show, to 2022

due to COVID-19 directives “limiting gathering
size, travel restrictions, and a myriad of other
obstacles created by the pandemic, there are
too many unknown factors limiting our ability to
create a safe environment that will also deliver
the experience and ROI our exhibitors and at-
tendees expect.”

Likewise, the International Motorcycle Shows
(IMS) have announced that its annual Novem-
ber through February winter tour across the
U.S. has been cancelled “as a result of COVID-
19 and the risks involved with large crowds at
indoor venues” and, in its place, has launched
Progressive IMS Outdoors; revamping the tour’s
nearly 40-year stint to “transition from the tradi-
tional convention center setup to a new open
outdoor experience” to take place between May
and September of 2021.

QUOTABLE QUOTE: “The best way to predict
the future is to create it.”
~ Abraham Lincoln (1809-1865), 16th President
of the United States

Jester Memorial Run 2020
We were finally able to hold our “Jester Memo-
rial Run”.   This was the 26th year, but do to
Covid-19 we had to wait until September in-
stead of May to have the event.   The “Jester
Memorial Run” is held to honor and remember
members in our motorcycling community, that
have been lost the prior year.   Sadly there were
14 Honorees.   There was a very nice atten-
dance with 136 riders and passengers, all with a
connection with one or more of the honored.

We were supplied with breakfast and lunch that
the American Legion Post 25 served.   We had
event t-shirts with the names to commemorate
the honored.   Dynamite raffle prizes, auction
items,etc. and of course a beautiful Arizona day
for the ride.

I would like to thank Alan, 8-Ball,Nancy, Barney
& Cindy, Patty, David & Jenn, Neal, Karen, Ayre,

John, Harley, the cooks and bartenders, Wayne
& Bob, Dave and American Legion Post 25 for
allowing us a place to hold the memorial.   And
of course the people that came to pay tribute for
Family and Friends.

Respectfuly, Gary Wilharm
Verde Valley Dist. MMA

Jester's Memorial Run
By Woody Phillips, Rim Country District

On Sunday, Sep. 13 2020 the Verde Valley Dis-
trict of the MMA of AZ held their annual Jester's
Memorial Run.

This year's run had been delayed from May due
to the Covid-19 situation but that did not deter
bikers from all across Arizona from participating.

The Jester's Run is a memorial run that each
year honors each biker that was lost during the

previous year with a brief ceremony and a pres-
entation of memorial plaques to family and
friends. A poker run follows the ceremony to
raise funds to continue the fight towards motor-
cycle awareness on Arizona Highways.
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MMA of Arizona Calendar of Events

YOU CAN SUBMIT YOUR EVENT ON-
LINE AT OUR WEBSITE!

Follow the link below and simply fill out
the on-line form to get your event placed

onto the website and the Master MMA
event 

calendar. 

http://mma-az.org/events/
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It’s finally getting cooler!

Remind everyone to Watch Out For 
Motorcycles!

Well I wish I had allot to write about, however
we are still hunkered down and not much going
on.

I can tell you our Lobbyist are getting ready for
the next session. Some things they are working
on is the Lane Filtering bill which hopefully will
pass this year along with They are also still
working on a profile Bill.

With Covid-19 we have not done any runs. We
will be doing our BIRDS ON BIKE RUN FOR St.
Vincent De Paul. This year it will be a drive
through only with an after party at the Phoenix
Spartan Clubhouse. We will be serving food and
drink and music and raffle items no charge for
food all donations will go to St. Vincent. Hope to
see everyone out there this year. It has rally
been hard on the food banks. They need extra
help feeding the less fortunate. Ad we are still
doing East Vs West. The West has won the past

2 years.

Our next issue will be in January and hopefully
by then we will be back to somewhat normal life
and can start doing events again. With that I
want to wish everyone a WONDERFUL HOLI-
DAY. Be safe!!

Cindy Gates
Chairman MMA of Arizona

Chairman’s Report

AMSAF Motorcycle Training Scholarship and Helmet Financial Assistance 
continued
Advisory board members take responsibility for
specific tasks while attending meetings and pro-
vide input and feedback. All members are ex-
pected to carry out a specific function
independently. An advisory member's focus
should be helping the board of directors with
certain responsibilities, not replacing it. Both
boards should work in a team effort with the or-
ganization's best interests in mind.
Advisory board members attend regular board
and committee meetings each year to share in-
formation, discuss ideas and make decisions.

Once a structure is in place, the board can dis-
tribute its governing functions and responsibili-
ties equally among its members to maximize its
effectiveness through committee setting. Advi-
sory board members join an organization for a
limited amount of time and pledge their per-
sonal, professional and financial resources to
help assist in their mission. Advisory board
member duties and responsibilities are as-
signed at the discretion of the board of direc-
tors. Each Advisory Board member is required
to commit to being on one of the Strategic Plan

Committee’s. Some responsibilities typically as-
signed to an advisory board member include:

Help in the growth of the business strategies.
Planning, fund-raising and community relations.
Create programs and policies.
Promotional Ideas and public awareness.
Develop subcommittees.
Attend meetings.
Contribute input and feedback.
Organizational development.
Strategic plan process and decision making.
.to help achieve Strategic Goals of AMSAF
This is a Volunteer Position

I want to thank everyone for the support of
AMSAF and you have our promise to continue
helping the community reduce crashes, injuries
and fatalities. We’ve been able to accomplish
so much in the 10 years and we couldn’t have
done it without the support of the community.
TOGETHER we can make a difference.

Mick Degn
Executive Director
Arizona Motorcycle Safety and Awareness
Foundation (AMSAF)
www.amsaf.org
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RCD Bikini Bike Wash
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RCD Bikini Bike Wash
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District Updates
Eagle/Leather District Report

NO REPORT

Rim Country District Report
NO REPORT

Verde Valley District Report
NO REPORT

RCD Bikini Bike Wash
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Jester's Memorial Run
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MMA of Arizona Business Member Listing by City
At Large

Sober Riders MC, Inc 
Organizations and Clubs
Business Life Member

Apache Junction

American Legion Riders Post 27 
1018 S. Meridan Rd.
Apache Junction, AZ    85220
602-541-2441  
www.ajlrpost27.org
Business Life Member

Captain’s Bar 
300 W. Apache Trail #118
Apache Junction, AZ    85217
480-288-2590  
Business Life Member

Avondale

Dart Cycle Worx 
1060 N. Eliseo Felix Way Ste. 10
Avondale, AZ    85323
623-925-5503  
www.dartcycleworx.com
Business Life Member

Camp Verde

Ligon Excavation
636 S McCracken Ln.
Camp Verde, AZ 86322
928-300-2126
Business Life

Clarkdale

10-12 Lounge
910 Main St
Clarkdale, AZ 86324
928) 639-0800

Verde Valley Moose Lodge 1449
1051 S Broadway
Clarkdale, AZ 86324
Business Life

Coolidge

Tags Cafe 
156 N. AZ Blvd.
Coolidge, AZ    85128
520-723-1013  

Cottonwood

ABC Body Shop 
1269 E Cherry St
Cottonwood, AZ 86326
928-634-6442
Business Life

Bedrock Landscape Materials & Supplies
770 E State Route 89A,
Cottonwood, AZ  85302
928-634-1490
Business Life Member

Chaparral Bar 
325 S. Main St.
Cottonwood, AZ    86326
928-254-1307  928-634-2131

Kactus Kate’s Bar 
929 N. Main St.
Cottonwood, AZ    86326
928-634-7822  

The American Legion Riders Post 25 
Business Life Member

Scherich Insurance LLC
657 E Cottonwood St, Ste 6C, 
Cottonwood AZ 86326
928-567-0335

Seitz Architectural Design 
728 Cove Parkway
Cottonwood, AZ    86326
928-646-1788, 928-301-2620
Business Life Member

The Bar at Strombolli’s 
321 S. Main St.
Cottonwood, AZ 86326
928-634-3838  

The Steak-N- Stuff
1100 S SR 260 #21
Cottonwood, AZ 86326
602-571-8142
Business Member

Cornville

Old Corral Bar
11375 E Cornville Rd
Cornville, AZ 86325
928-649-9495

Gilbert

Team Arizona Motorcyclist 
Training Center 
36 N. William Dillard Dr.
Gilbert, AZ    85233
480-998-9888, 480-236-2997
Business Life Member

Glendale

Charley’s Place 
4324 W. Thunderbird Rd.
Glendale, AZ    85306
602-439-1668  
Business Life Member

Limey Riders 
Post Office Box 780
Glendale, AZ    85311
623-930-9165  
Business Life Member

US Military Vets MC
500 N. Estrella Parkway #B514
Goodyear, AZ 85338-2894
361.944.0032
Business Life Member

Humboldt

Arizona Trike Shop 
3650 AZ-69
Humboldt, AZ    86329
928-632-8910  
Business Life Member

Mayer

Smokin’ Harley’s Steakhouse 
11255 AZ-69
Mayer, AZ    86333
928-379-8480  928-632-4255
Business Life Member

Mesa

America’s Ultra Clean 
Carpet Cleaning 
738 E. Dana Suite A
Mesa, AZ    85204
480-206-4003  
Business Life Member

Mainstreet Motorcycles 
9750 E. Apache Tr.
Mesa, AZ    85207
480-357-7595  
Business Life Member

VIII Society M/C 
7930 E. 1st Ave.
Mesa, AZ    85208
480-227-2690  
Business Life Member

New River

Roadrunner Restaurant & Saloon 
47801 N. Black Canyon Highway
New River, AZ    85087
623-465-9903
Business Life Member

Page

Blair’s Trading Post 
626 N. Navajo Dr.
Page, AZ    86040
928-645-3008  
www.blairstradingpost.com
Business Life Member

Fred’s Liquor Store 
902 N. Navajo Dr.
Page, AZ    86040
520-645-3575  
Business Life Member

Page Boy Motel 
150 N. Lake Powell Blvd.
Page, AZ    86040
928-645-2416  
www.pageboymotel.us
Business Life Member

Page Honda 
915 Coppermine Rd.
Page, AZ    86046
928-645-3251  800-432-6923
www.pagehonda.com
Business Life Member

Ranch House Grille 
819 N. Navajo Dr.
Page, AZ    86040
928 645-1420  
Business Life Member

Windy Mesa Bar
800 N. Navajo Dr.
Page, AZ    86040
928-645-2186  
Business Life Member

Payson

All-Clene Carpet Cleaners 
609 W. Bridle Path Lane
Payson, AZ    85541
928-468-1358, 480-734-3436
www.all-clene.com
Business Life Member

Amon Builders, Inc. 
903 E. Hwy 260 #6
Payson, AZ    85541
928-474-0689  
www.amonbuilders.com
Business Life Member

Lil Joe’s Leathers 
Post Office Box 839
Payson, AZ    85547
800-643-3321, 928-200-3665
www.liljoesleather.com
Business Life Member

Mazatzal Casino 
AZ-87
Payson, AZ    85541
800-777-7529  
Business Life Member

Miller Auto Works 
600 W. Main St. Suite A
Payson, AZ    85541
928-468-8855  
Business Life Member

Payson Packaging 
106 Bonita St.
Payson, AZ    85541
928-474-5260  
www.paysonpackaging.com

RTD Automotive
3898 E Az Highway 260
Payson, AZ 85541
928- 468-6164

Tonto Silk Screen & Embroidery
403 W. FRONTIER ST.
PAYSON, AZ 85541
928-474-4207

Peoria

Airepros Air Conditioning 
& Heating LLC 
24654 N. Lake Pleasant Pkwy
Peoria AZ 85383, Suite 103-340
623-225-8199  623-225-6116
Business Life Mem

CJ Creations 
10348 W. Cashman
Peoria, AZ    85383
623-412-2110  
Business Life Member

Phoenix

Alex & Associates 
Attorney at Law
1717 E. Bell Rd., Suite #1
Phoenix, AZ    85022
602-971-1775 
www.alexandassociates.com 
Business Life Member

Angelo Bellone CPA-PLC 
3420 E. Shea Blvd. #140
Phoenix, AZ    85028
602-765-6111  
Business Life Member

Breyer Law Offices
15715 S 46th St Ste 100
Phoenix, AZ
480-505-2162
Business Life

Greer Wilson Funeral Home 
5921 W. Thomas Rd.
Phoenix, AZ    85033
623-245-0994  623-262-4565
Business Life Member

Law Tigers 
362 N. 3rd Ave.
Phoenix, AZ    85003
602-516-0000  602-271-0183
www.lawtigers.com
Business Life Member

Renegade Classics 
3102 E. Cactus Rd.
Phoenix, AZ    85032
602-595-9598  
Business Life Member

Skinny Dipping Pools 
18655 N. 35th Ave.
Phoenix, AZ    85027
602-292-4033  
www.skinnydippingpools.com
Business Life Member

Scottsdale

Southwest Trikes 
7430 E. Butherus
Scottsdale, AZ    85260
480-951-7171  
Business Life Member

Sedona

Olde Sedona Bar & Grill
1405 State Route 89A
Sedona, AZ 86336
928-282-5670

PJ’s Village Pub, Inc.
40 W. Cortez #7
Sedona, AZ  86351
928-284-2250
www.pjsvillagepub.com

Strawberry

Bandits Restaurant & The Dirty Cowboy
Saloon Bar and Restaurant
5079 N Hwy 87
Strawberry, AZ 85544
928-363-4075

MotorcycleSafari.com
928-476-1955
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Show Low

Days Inn - Show Low 
480 W. Duece Of Clubs
Show Low, AZ    85901
928-537-4356  
Business Life Member

Native New Yorker #12 
391 W. Duece Of Clubs
Show Low, AZ    85901
928-532-5100  
Business Life Member

Springerville

American Legion Post #30 
825 E. Main
Springerville, AZ    85938
928-339-4475  928-551-3320
Business Life Member

Booga Red’s 
521 E. Main St.
Springerville, AZ    85938
928-333-2640  928-245-1670
Business Life Member

Star Valley

Mad Mario’s Breakfast & BBQ
3964 E AZ HWY 260
Star Valley, AZ 85541
928-978-3705
Business Member

Spur Bar
3964 E AZ HWY 260
Star Valley, AZ 85541
928-472-7787
Business Member

Surprise

Arizona Dragon Slayer Exterminator 
26307 N. 157th Ave.
Surprise, AZ    85387
602-526-0919  602-526-1312
Business Life Member

H & H Plumbing & Drain Cleaning
16772 W. Bell Road Suite 110 #233
Surprise, AZ    85374
632-322-9100  
www.HandHplumbingAZ.com
Business Life Member

Tempe

Aflac Insurance
209 E. Baseline Rd., E203
Tempe, AZ    85283
480-686-4346  480-838-9020
britton_johnson@us.aflac.com
Business Life Member

American Legion Riders Tempe Post #2 
2125 S. Industrial Park Ave.
Tempe, AZ    85282
Business Life Member

Beyer Appliance Service Inc.
1797 W University Dr #172
Tempe, AZ 85281
480-659-1400
Business Life 

Tonopah

Tonopah Joe’s Family Restaurant 
41101 W. Indian School road
Tonopah, AZ    85354
623-386-3895  
Business Life Member

Youngtown

Curly’s Customs Motorcycle Shop
12040 N. 111th Avenue
Youngtown, AZ    85363
623-977-0339, 623-764-6562
Business Life Member

Other

Law Offices of Richard M. Lester
21054 Sherman Way, 3rd Floor
Canoga Park, CA  91303
800-521-2425
Business Life Member

$4,000.00 
Accidental Death and 

Dismemberment Insurance
To all MMA-AZ Members

*****AS OF July,2016*****

Hello all, 

I am pleased to announce that all Members of MMA-AZ now
have their Accidental Death and Dismemberment Insurance in-
creased from ($3,500.00)  Three Thousand Five -Hundred Dol-
lars to ($4,000.00) Four Thousand Dollars.

MMA-AZ is the first Motorcycle origination to have secured this
cost free insurance in Arizona. The Membership officer will per-
sonally be mailing out this announcement with A.I.L. information
in the very near future. 

Please remember that if you want to be contacted by a A.I.L.
Representative you must mail in their correspondence that will be
in the letter that we are sending you.

If you do not want to be contacted by an A.I.L. Representative do
not send this information in to A.I.L. A.I.L. does not have your
contact information unless you send in their reply card.

It’s that simple -- you need to do nothing to have this increase to
($4,000.00) Four Thousand Dollars of Accidental Death & Dis-
memberment Insurance.

If you have been thinking about getting more insurance or any
other type of insurance --- by all means please use the Insurance
Company that is sponsoring this $4,000.00 of Accidental Death
and Dismemberment Insurance benefit to us MMA-AZ Members.

Below is the web site and phone contact for American Income
Life Insurance Company for MMA-AZ Members.

www.ailife.com/benefits/SGLLB

1-800-495-1213 

Remember, if you want to be contacted send it in, if you do not
what to be contacted do not send it in.  That’s the way it works.

C. J. Swinford 
Chairman Emeritus
602-620-7110
CJSWINFORD@COX.NET
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Meeting of the Minds 2020
LEGISLATIVE UPDATE
Indianapolis, Indiana

Topics
• Highway Bill
• Profiling Resolution
• Autonomous Vehicles
• EPA and Ethanol
• Engagement in an Election Year

What is the Highway Bill ?
• Technically it is the Surface Transportation
Reauthorization Act
• Must be Renewed Every 5 Years
• You will hear it call other names: Transportation
Bill, INVEST ACT, FAST ACT, MAP 21, SAFETY-
LU
• Covers Funding and Authorization for Federal
Highways, Highway Safety Programs & Transit
• Funded by the Highway Trust Fund through Gas
Tax

Why is the Highway Bill
Important?
• It’s a Must Pass Bill & It’s Huge
• While it is a Funding Bill it is also a Policy Bill
• Allows for Opportunities to Change
Transportation Policy - For Example Motorcycle
Only Check Points...
• The Funding Provisions Expire, but the policy
riders often do not.
• House Bill Started at 864 Pages and $494 Billion
• House Bill Ended at 2,309 Pages and $1.5 Trillion

Highway Bill – 2019 MOTM
Priorities Refresher
• Continued Ban on NHTSA Lobbying
• Safety Training Funds
• Motorcycle Only Check Points
- Maintain the ban on federal funds being
used for motorcycle only check points
• Motorcycle Advisory Council
- Designated Seats for Motorcycle Rights
organizations state and federal
Spoiler Alert…

House Version Wins Part 1
• House Final Bill Included 6 Wins for
Motorcyclists: 2 in the Original Bill, 3
Added Via Amendment at the Committee
and 1 Added Via Amendment on the
House Floor
• Ban on NHTSA Lobbying – Retained
• Safety Training Funds – Increased by 30%

House Version Wins Part 2
• No Motorcycle Only Check Points – Retained
States may not use federal funds to: “Profile and stop
motorcycle
operators or passengers using, as a factor, the apparel
they are

wearing or their mode of transportation.”
Added via Amendment During Committee (Rep.
Balderson –OH)
• Collection of Data on Traffic Stops
Mode of Transportation added to Race and Ethnicity
as Data Point

Added Via Amendment On House Floor (Rep.
Burgess – TX, Rep.
Walberg – MI)

Highway Bill Wins Part 3
• Motorcycle Advisory Council - Reestablished
Including adding a seat for a “One representative from
a national
motorcyclist foundation.
Added Via Amendment During Committee (Rep. Gal-
lagher – WI)
• Motorcycles Included in AV Studies
Dedicated Seat on Working Group for a “Motorcyclist
Rights Group”
Added Via Amendment During Committee (Rep.
Balderson – OH)

What Happened in the
Senate?
• House Bill Too Partisan, the Trillion Dollars
added by House Democrats included items
unrelated to Transportation like Housing and the
Global Warming.
• Ran Out of Time – The Senate has 3 Committees
with Jurisdiction over the Bill: Public Works,
Commerce and Finance. Only Public Works
passed their section and they did that in 2019
• Congress Punted and Including a One Year
Extension in a Funding Bill to Keep the
Government Open, Will Be Passed in Next Few
Days/

Where Do We Go From
Here?
• Why Did I Spend so Much Time Talking About a
Bill that
Didn’t Pass?
• Eventually it has to pass. Members are on these
Committees in large part because of this bill. They are
frustrated nothing was done.
• They Don’t Reinvent the Wheel - The same people
in the
House will be back next year. We’ve demonstrated
there is
an appetite for the provisions we got included selling
them
again next year will be easier. If it was good enough
to be
included in 2020 it should be good enough for 2021
• We’re starting on Second Base…
• It’s better to be in the bill and disappointed it didn’t
passed
than not be in the bill and thankful it failed.

MOTORCYCLE PROFILING

RESOLUTION
• House Reintroduction – 2019
- Co-Sponsor Strategy
-2015-16: 18 Cosponsors / 10 States
- 2017-18: 37 Cosponsors / 17 States
- 2019: 77 Cosponsors / 34 States
- 2020: 139 Cosponsors / 44 States
- It’s Not About Cosponsors Now It’s About
Getting a Vote

Autonomous Vehicles
• We look for opportunities to change policy
regardless of what type of bill it is. Last Congress
it was an AV stand alone bill, this year it was
Highway Bill
• They Are Out There…
• DOT released a website that shows you were
they are. 16 different states are participating

Other Items
• RPM ACT
- Limits the EPA’s ability to regulate modifications
made to exhaust and emissions systems to your
motorcycle and car for racing purposes
- Senate has 30 Cosponsors, House has 71
- Helps Support Aftermarket Industry
• Ethanol Consumer Education Bill
- H.R. 1024, 19 Cosponsors
- Additionally Pres. Trumps Comments on E15,
Blender Pumps and Year Round E15
• Definition of a Motorcycle
- Highway Bill?

Final Thoughts
• Engagement Matters
705 Amendments Offered / 227 Amendments Passed
32% of All Amendments Passed
4 MRF Amendments Offered / 4 MRF Amendments
Passed
100% of MRF Amendments Passed
Of the 227 Amendments Pass, Only 19 Were Republi-
cans
Amendments, MRF had 4 of them!
• 2,213 Emails Sent Using CQ During the Process.. It
Matters

Final Thoughts Continued…
• Different Ways to Stay Engaged
-Bikers Inside the Beltway
-Letters, District Visits, Follow-ups
- Find Your Registration Stats
- Election Year - Volunteer
-MRF PAC (Ryan) – Support our Friends
- CQ (Big Dave) – Engage Our Members
- Gain New Members, #s Matter
Northern Idaho, Minnesota, Michigan,
Wisconsin, South Dakota… Patches!
I will travel… Michigan, Texas…

St. Louis woman becomes first 
Black female Harley-Davidson technician
https://blog.bikernet.com

People graduating in 2020 may have a much
different graduation experience than those who
came before. Still, they’re putting on their gradu-
ation masks, caps, and gowns, and moving
down their new paths in life. Take Paris Mc-
Gowan, a brand-new graduate of the Motorcy-
cle Mechanics Institute of Orlando, with a
specialization in Harley-Davidson.

She’s a Black woman motorcyclist who grew up
in a family of riders in St. Louis, Missouri. Her
mom rides, her dad rides, and other members of
the family do, too. Watch this video and you’ll
see an adorable photo of tiny, eight-year-old
Paris sitting on a GSX-R, grinning so big it al-

most hurts your heart. She’s clearly having the
greatest time any eight-year-old ever had, so is
it any surprise she became a rider when she got
older?

Not just any rider, though—a history-making
one. With her graduation, McGowan is now the
first-ever Black woman to graduate from MMI as
a Harley-Davidson technician. It’s a barrier
she’s very proud to have broken. When people
see her, she may be a lot of things they’re not
expecting. However, she says that people soon
learn that with bikes, she definitely knows what
she’s doing.

“There are a lot of Black female Harley riders, or
just Black female riders in general,” McGowan

said. “We need to be shown more. My mother,
who is a strong, proud Black woman, rides her
own motorcycle. I have aunts and cousins who
all ride together. I mean, we just did a female
unity ride for Labor Day. I believe there were at
least 300 or more female riders out there, and it
was incredible.”

More than anything, McGowan says, she wants
women and girls—especially women and girls of
color—to see her, and also hopefully see them-
selves. Motorcycling is for everyone—and
wrenching is for all of us, too, if we want it to be.

There’s a difference between just seeing or say-
ing these words and actually seeing someone
living that life. McGowan did it for herself, 
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but she also hopes to help normalize the idea
that women of color can do absolutely anything,
from working on the quintessential American

motorcycle to anything we put our minds to.
Don’t ever let anyone tell you that you don’t be-
long. Ride away, achieve your dreams, and

prove them wrong.

St. Louis woman becomes first 
Black female Harley-Davidson technician continued

Indian Motorcycle Racing Wins Fourth Consecutive 
Manufacturer’s Championship At Atlanta Short Track
https://blog.bikernet.com

ATLANTA (October 6, 2020) – Indian Motorcycle
Racing, presented by Progressive Motorcycle
Insurance, and its championship-winning
FTR750 clinched its fourth consecutive Manu-
facturer’s Championship. Fittingly, Indian Motor-
cycle secured the championship with a
Wrecking Crew podium sweep at Atlanta Short
Track I.

Wrecking Crew Rider Jared Mees narrowed the
season standings with back-to-back wins at the
Atlanta doubleheader. Joining Mees on the At-
lanta Short Track I podium was reigning AFT
Grand National Champion and Wrecking Crew
Rider Briar Bauman and Wrecking Crew Rider
Bronson Bauman. The bar-to-bar battle be-
tween Briar and Mees saw Mees take a final
pass on the final lap through turn four to cross
the finish line just .308 seconds before Briar.

Bronson completed the Wrecking Crew sweep
as he earned his first podium of the 2020 sea-
son by charging his way from the middle of the
pack and making several passes in the final
laps of the Main.

“It’s been incredible to see our team compete at
a consistent level and again bring home the
Manufacturer’s Championship for the fourth
straight year,” said Gary Gray, Vice President –
Racing, Technology and Service for Indian Mo-
torcycle. “With four races remaining, we’re ex-
cited to see who can walk away with the No. 1
plate. Briar’s been hot and Mees hates to lose,
so we should be in a dramatic and entertaining
finish to the season.”

Atlanta Short Track II continued the dramatic,
bar-to-bar racing from the night before, as In-
dian Motorcycle Privateer Brandon Price held
Mees off as long as he could, coming up just

short as Mees made his pass with only a few
laps remaining. Price’s second-place finished
earned him his first podium of the season, while
Briar rounded out the all-FTR750 podium with a
third-place finish.

With 244 points, Mees is firmly in second and
now just 12 points back from Briar, who has 256
points on the year. With a pair of fourth-place
finishes in Atlanta, Indian Motorcycle Privateer
Sammy Halbert remains in third with 193 points,
while Bronson Bauman and Price are fourth and
fifth with 153 and 148 points, respectively.

The 2020 American Flat Track season will con-
tinue on October 9-10 at The Dirt Track at Char-
lotte Motor Speedway for the Progressive
Charlotte Half-Mile I & II. For more information
on Indian Motorcycle Racing, visit IndianMotor-
cycle.com and follow along on Facebook, Twit-
ter and Instagram.
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Contact Eric Hampton via email editor@mma-az.org for details

Birds on Bikes 2020
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 2020

Grab your frozen bird, strap it on the bike and meet up with the rest of the flock at 10am. Meeting places
are listed below. Want your club or association involved, but want to leave from your own starting point? Set
your plans to arrive at St Vincent de Paul, located at 420 W.  Watkins, Phoenix, AZ.  Please schedule to ar-

rive at 11:30 (no earlier) per the request of St Vincent de Paul. 
Food and drink will be at the Spartans Clubhouse 2218 n 24th place. Phoenix. We will be serving food band
playing and will do some raffles. Come on out and join us. It is that time of year to give back to our commu-

nity and this year has been hard on most.

INFORMATION CALL CINDY AT 623-695-5659

East Valley Flock
Chandler Elks Lodge 
1775 W Chandler Blvd,
Chandler, AZ 85224-6145

Northwest Valley Flock
Charley’s Place

4324 W Thunderbird
Rd, Glendale, AZ 85306

ksu AT 11AM!


