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AMSAF Continues to help
the Community be safer

It’s been a difficult time for
everyone with the virus. Indi-
viduals and family’s out of
work, staying at home and in
some cases we’re seeing
some folks in the hospitals.
We want to thank all the Es-
sential Workers. Thank you
doesn’t seem enough for
everything they do. 

AMSAF has continued to stay
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busy. Our Helmet assistance pro-
gram is growing and we want to
thank the dealers that have signed
up for this program. Along with the
AMSAF Financial Assistance pro-
gram, these dealers are discount-
ing your helmet by 25% off of
MSRP. They want to help save you
money and a huge thank you to
these dealers. 

www.amsaf.org/helmets 

The motorcycle training Scholar-
ship program has continued and
we’re helping to get a number of
folks into schools. There are six (6)
MSF/MVD Certified schools in Ari-
zona. Check them out on price and
location to you. What’s the best fit
for you? www.amsaf.org/scholar-
ships  More scholarships to be
available the first Monday of Sep-
tember.

In both cases our goal is to help
save the motorcycle community
money on a full face or modular
helmet and on motorcycle training.
We believe in both cases we help
promote safety and awareness
and help reduce crashes and fatal-
ities. 

May was Motorcycle Safety and
Awareness Month. Here are just a
few things we did for that month
and continue to do all year long.

.
• We will have billboards up
that say “Help reduce Distracted
Driving”
• Weekly Facebook safety
tips
• Press Releases on Motor-
cycle Safety
• Motorcycle Training Schol-
arships for the month of May
• Helmet Financial Assis-
tance program to help you get
close to 50% off of DOT Full face
or Modular Helmet
• Don’t forget about our
“Share the Road & Riding for the
Long Haul “event scheduled for
October 17 2020.

We want to thank the individuals
who have responded to our sur-
veys and for your separate emails
or letters thanking us for what we
do. As a nonprofit a thank you is
very much appreciated. 
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By Bobbi Hartmann
MMA of AZ Designated Lobbyist

Following is an update on the two
bills we were running this year
HB2630 and HB2285. 

HB2630: motorcycle safety fund

Sponsor: Reps Bolick, Biasiucci,
Blackman, Nutt
The Director of the Department of
Transportation is required to de-
posit $1 of each motorcycle regis-
tration fee collected in the
Motorcycle Safety Fund through
June 30, 2025. We were extending
the Sunset Date from June 30,
2021, for four years.

* HB2630 - passed the House
TRANS committee with 9 Yes, 0
No, and received a 60 Yes, 0 No
vote on the House floor. It is cur-
rently in the Senate. It passed the
Senate TRANS committee with 7
Yes, 1 No and was scheduled to
be scheduled for Third Read in the
Senate when the legislative ses-
sion was shut down due to Covid-
19.

We heard that the Senate was
going back to work on Tuesday

May 26th. I touched base with
Senator Fann, the Senate Presi-
dent, to see if they intended to
continue with Third Reads. Our bill
was on the schedule for Third
Read, but she was told by many of
her colleagues that they were vot-
ing No on any non-Covid related
bills. The Senate reconvened and
went right to Sine Die. Session offi-
cially ended without a final Third
Read.

HB2285: motorcycle operation;
passing vehicles

* HB2285 – This bill would have al-
lowed lane filtering in Arizona. It
was not heard this year.

I cannot even imagine the toll this
Covid-19 has taken on Arizonians.
I know it put my world into a tail
spin. It was hard to think about so
many people having to shut down
their lively hoods, causing them-
selves and so many others to live
without immediate income. Arizona
was a thriving state, and I have all
the confidence in the world, that it
will somehow recover from this
nightmare.

Be good to others and take care of
yourselves as well!

MMA Legislative Update
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MMA of Arizona District Meeting Times & Locations
Eagle/Leather District
2nd Saturday at 10 am
Charley’s Place
4324 W. Thunderbird Rd.
Glendale, AZ

Rim Country District
2nd Sunday at 10 am 
American Legion post 69
on Hwy 260 
Payson, AZ

Verde Valley District
We still meet 2nd Sunday at 11am,
Moose Lodge # 1449 - 1051 S. Broad-
way, 
Clarkdale, AZ 86324

What is the MMA?
MMA is a Motorcyclists Rights Or-
ganization (MRO) comprised of mo-
torcyclists and motorcycle
enthusiasts who are concerned with
the future, safety, and welfare of
motorcycling. We are a non-profit,
educational organization dedicated
to improving the social atmosphere
that surrounds motorcyclists, and
protecting the individual freedoms
of citizens. 

We are an association that lobbies
and educates the government and
the general public to promote mo-
torcycling in a safe and positive
image. When you become a mem-
ber of the MMA of Arizona, you
make a difference in the ongoing
mission to protect your right to ride
and enjoy the motorcycle of your
choice, your choice of riding ap-
parel, and when and where you can
ride a motorcycle. These issues are
real and present in today’s “protect
yourself from yourself” political en-
vironment. This holds true for all
levels of government.

At the state level we have a lobbyist
who regularly visits our state capital
to lobby our legislators on the is-
sues concerning the motorcyclists
in Arizona. On the national level we
are aligned with the National Coali-
tion of Motorcyclists (NCOM), and
several other motorcycle rights or-
ganizations.

Memberships are open to anyone
regardless of what type of motorcy-
cle you ride, if any. All memberships
include: The Motorcycle Patriot
Newsletter, Membership Card,
$4,000 Accidental Death & Dis-
memberment Benefit, Event Up-
dates, Voting Guides, and the
ability to interact with some of the
most politically active motorcyclists
in the state of Arizona.

The MMA of Arizona needs the sup-
port of all motorcycle riders and we
hope you will consider joining this
dedicated organization.

Please join us in the cause to pro-
tect your rights.

AMSAF Continues to help the Community be safer
continued

Again our goal is to help save you money and help
you be safer and more aware when riding. Two
take a ways from the surveys:
• We didn’t know what we didn’t know by
taking the motorcycle training course
• The Scholarship helped me and my family
financially. Without this support, we might not have
been able to take the course. 

I also want to thank the Governor’s Office of High-
way Safety for their Grants to help us. We couldn’t
do what we do without their financial support and
support of our other partners and donors who help
us to make it happen. 

Please be safe and stay healthy. We care and are
here to help you. 

Join MMA online - http://mma-az.org/about/mma-az-membership
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NCOM 
NEWSLETTER

Compiled & Edited by Bill Bish,
National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM)

NCOM CONVENTION IN INDY -- BACK ON
TRACK!
The 35th annual NCOM Convention, originally
scheduled for Mother’s Day weekend at the
Marriott Indianapolis East (7202 East 21st
Street in Indianapolis), is back on track, despite
the COVID-19 pandemic forcing a postpone-
ment to October 16-17, 2020.

So, SAVE THE DATE and plan on attending one
of the largest and most informative bikers’ rights
gatherings in the world, expected to draw hun-
dreds of concerned motorcyclists from across
America to "Circle City" to address topics of
concern to all riders.

Known worldwide for its “Indy 500”, it’s a little
known fact that it was motorcycles that first
lapped the Brickyard’s banked oval track when it
opened in 1909, and it’s bikers who are still set-
ting the pace for political activism over a century
later.

Some of the motorcyclists’ rights movement’s
finest Freedom Fighters will teach seminars and
lead group discussions on legal and legislative
issues such as “Protect Your Rights/Probable
Cause” and “Vulnerable Road Users Legislation
To Protect Our Riders” seminars, with Special
Meetings for Veterans Affairs, Women in Motor-
cycling, Clean & Sober Roundtable and World
of Sport Bikes, as well as the Christian Unity
Conference and Confederation of Clubs Patch
Holders Meeting.  Renowned EMT Dick “Slider”
Gilmore will present his “Save a Biker’s Life”
seminar on The Golden Hour, a must-see tuto-
rial.

Registration fees for the NCOM Convention are
$85 including the Silver Spoke Awards Banquet
on Saturday night, or $50 for the Convention
only.  For more information, or to pre-register,
call the National Coalition of Motorcyclists at
(800) 525-5355 or visit www.ON-A-BIKE.com.

Claim your spot in the starting lineup and re-
serve your hotel room now for the special
NCOM rate of $129 per night by calling (317)
352-9775, and we’ll meet you in the winners’ cir-
cle!

‘INVEST IN AMERICA’ HIGHWAY BILL AD-
DRESSES MOTORCYCLISTS’ CONCERNS
Congress moved to reauthorize the Fixing
America's Surface Transportation Act (FAST
Act), which expires on September 30, when
House Democrats unveiled the INVEST in
America Act (“Investing in a New Vision for the
Environment and Surface Transportation in
America”), H.R. 2; a new 864-page $494 billion
long-term funding plan for the nation's surface
transportation infrastructure like highways, vehi-
cle safety and public transit.

Included by unanimous consent during markup
of H.R. 2 by the House Transportation and Infra-
structure Committee on June 18 are three
amendments offered to bolster previous tenets
contained in the FAST Act of 2015; A provision
to extend the prohibition against using federal
funding for motorcycle-only checkpoints would
also prohibit using federal funds to profile and
stop motorcyclists based on of their mode of
transportation or style of dress; An amendment
to require the Department of Transportation to
consider motorcycles in safety studies on au-
tonomous vehicles and would also include a
motorcycle safety group in the DOT working
group on autonomous vehicle deployment; An

extension of the Motorcyclist Advisory Council,
including a seat on the council for motorcyclists’
rights groups and manufacturers.

In addition, as originally introduced, the INVEST
in America Act seeks to increase Motorcycle
Safety Funds to states by 25%, to $5.8 million.

YET ANOTHER REASON TO RIDE!
Comments made by President Donald Trump
during a recent roundtable meeting at the White
House have prompted speculation that Ameri-
cans might receive a domestic travel credit as
part of a second round of stimulus payments.

On May 18, Trump met with restaurant execu-
tives to discuss the future of the industry amid
the COVID-19 pandemic.  During the meeting,
Trump suggested a possible credit that could
benefit the restaurant and travel industries, two
of the hardest-hit by the Coronavirus.

“Create an ‘Explore America’ tax credit that
Americans can use for domestic travel, includ-
ing visits to restaurants,” said President Trump,
adding “That’s a big deal.”

While the President didn’t mention any specified
amount, U.S. tourism industry lobbyists have
been circulating a proposal in Washington that
would give people an extra $4,000 in tax breaks
to spend at U.S. theme parks, restaurants, ho-
tels and other travel-related businesses, the Or-
lando Sentinel reports.

Details of the “Explore America” tax credit are
still being finalized, according to the paper, but
early drafts propose covering 50% of airfare and
other travel costs up to $4,000 through 2021.

POST-COVID: MOTORCYCLES WILL BE THE
LOGICAL CHOICE
If we are to believe the so-called “experts,” trav-
elling will never be the same again.  Even when
the Coronavirus itself is under control, we have
to take into account the risk of contamination or
a new wave of the pandemic for a long time, if
not forever.  Already politicians and medical ex-
perts speak of a socially-distanced society in
which we have to keep away from one another
in the public space, including public transport,
schools, restaurants, et cetera.

“Assuming that we will be able to travel freely
soon, there will probably, at least for a period of
time, be limitations to our freedom,” states the
head of the Federation of European Motorcy-
clists’ Associations (FEMA), “Not in distance or
direction, but in the way we travel as a result of
the need to keep distance from each other.”

FEMA’s General Secretary Dolf Willigers con-
cludes that the capacity of public transport,
buses, trains, airplanes and the such will be lim-
ited, and we will have to switch to more individ-
ual ways.  At the same time, he notes that city
councils allocate more road space to pedestri-
ans and cyclists instead of cars and commercial
vehicles.  This calls for vehicles that are smaller
than cars and trucks, so “for personal transport
and partly for goods transport, powered two-
wheelers (motorcycles, mopeds, e-bikes, etc.)
will be the logical choice.”

Road authorities and city councils should keep
the use of motorcycles possible and facilitate
the use of them by keeping roads open for
them, says Willigers in calling for the creation of
dedicated parking spaces and safe charging in-
frastructure for electric powered two-wheelers
(PTW).  ”The use of small individual motorized
transport -- as powered two-wheelers are --
allow people to travel into the cities while main-
taining the needed social distance and leaving
room for pedestrians, cyclists and users of other
kinds of micro-mobility.”

RIDING WITH A MASK UNDER YOUR HEL-
MET COULD LEAD TO BLACKOUTS
As an ongoing part of the government's guide-
lines to combat the spread of the Coronavirus,
face masks are recommended (and even re-
quired in some places) to be worn while out of
our homes.  However, one motorcycle-riding
doctor has spoken out against wearing face
masks under full-face and modular motorcycle
helmets while riding, cautioning that the material
used to filter out particles before they enter the
lungs could cause riders to take on too little oxy-
gen and potentially cause them to lose con-
sciousness.

While riding a bike, adrenaline will begin circu-
lating through the rider’s body, elevating their
heart rate and increasing the amount of oxygen
the rider needs to take in. In circumstances
such as this, the restrictive nature of a surgical
type face mask could prevent the rider from tak-
ing on enough oxygen and potentially lead to
the rider passing out.

“Surgical masks restrict your breathing,” ex-
plains Dr. Tommy Lim, a rider and surgeon,
warning that this can be fatal at high speeds
when your adrenaline kicks in.  “Adrenaline will
cause your heartbeat to double depending on
your speed.  This, in effect, will make you
breathe faster and these masks will restrict your
breathing and give your heart a hard time. Next,
your brain will also suffer due to lack of oxygen
until you blackout.”

HARLEY-DAVIDSON TAKES A STAND
AGAINST RACISM
Harley-Davidson Motor Co. has made an un-
precedented stand against racism and bigotry in
the aftermath of the George Floyd protests, tak-
ing to social media to make the statement that
racism has no place at the Milwaukee firm and
that H-D stands shoulder to shoulder with those
people protesting against racism and bigotry in
any form.

America’s most famous motorcycle maker re-
cently posted on their Instagram page that;
“Racism, hate or intolerance have no place at
Harley-Davidson.  We stand in solidarity with
our Black colleagues and riders, as we con-
demn acts of racism and bigotry of any kind,
and move forward together toward and equi-
table society for all.
United we ride.”

“BIKER GANGS RIDING TO SEATTLE TO
FIGHT ANTIFA”
In mid-June, “news” started circulating on social
media platforms that the Hells Angels and Mon-
gols were riding together “on their way” to Seat-
tle, Washington, to scrap with Antifa, or
anti-fascists, in the city’s Capitol Hill Au-
tonomous Zone (CHAZ), a so-called “cop free”
area that was set up by protesters amid wide-
spread rioting against police brutality and racial
injustice.

This incendiary hoax was supported by little
more than unfounded tweets and unrelated
years old YouTube videos, but no evidence was
ever provided to support this claim, and Sonny
Barger of the Hells Angels has issued a state-
ment refuting these rumors in a Facebook post
on June 13, 2020, in which he wrote:
“People have asked me about these fake arti-
cles involving the Hells Angels and another club
going to face antifa. Stop, it’s untrue and will
never happen.”

In light of such fake news abuzz across the In-
ternet, the National Coalition of Motorcyclists
(NCOM) would like to invite all concerned mo-
torcyclists to sign up for our free NCOM Biker
Newsbytes, a trusted source you can turn to for
fact-based reporting and current news items of
interest to all riders.  Simply send a “subscribe”
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e-mail to NCOMBish@aol.com.

MISSOURI HELMET LAW ON VERGE OF RE-
PEAL
Once again, Missouri motorcyclists are hopeful
for major changes to the state’s mandatory hel-
met law after legislators recently approved a
massive transportation bill that contains a provi-
sion that would allow most adults to ride without
a helmet, but they must be at least 26 years old
and have medical insurance and proof of finan-
cial responsibility.  The state’s Senate and
House approved the legislative package; now
it’s up to the state’s governor to give his final
stamp of approval.

Representative Jared Taylor (R-Nixa) told Mis-
sourinet.com that Governor Mike Parson (R)
promised he’d sign the measure that is now sit-
ting on his desk, but Parson’s spokeswoman
says while he has “indicated he is supportive of
this issue, but like always, there will be a thor-
ough bill review to see what else is in the bill.”

The new rules also restrict police from pulling
over helmetless riders to check f they have the

required health insurance.

The motorcyclists’ rights organization “Freedom
of the Road Riders of Missouri” (FORR-MO)
supports the repeal effort and has lobbied the
perennial issue annually at the Capitol for more
than 25 years, successfully getting a bill to their
governor on multiple occasions since 1999.

At least three Missouri governors, including
GOP Governor Parson, have vetoed helmet re-
peal legislation in the past.  Governor Parson
vetoed a broad bill in 2019 that included a hel-
met repeal, though the governor’s objections
were to a different part of that overall bill.

If Gov. Parson approves the current proposal,
H.B. 1963, the changes will take effect August
28, 2020.

AUSTRIAN NOISE BAN WOULD EXCLUDE
LEGALLY-SOLD NEW MOTORCYCLES
Officials in Austria have enacted a ban on mo-
torcycles that emit noise above 95dB on a pop-
ular scenic tourist route through the mountains
of Tyrol, and several top-selling motorcycles will

not be allowed to operate on more than 100
kilometers within the resort area.

The debate over noisy motorcycles has been
brewing around the world, but now even bikes
that pass strict Euro standards will be barred
from the road, including brand new models from
Kawasaki, Aprilia, BMW, Ducati and KTM, which
all register noise levels just above the limit.

Frustratingly, the ban only covers motorcycles,
while noisy cars are not included, but the law
will give police the authority to carry out spot
checks and hand down 220 euros ($246 USD)
in fines.

QUOTABLE QUOTE:  “If you know the enemy
and know yourself, you need not fear the result
of a hundred battles.  If you know yourself but
not the enemy, for every victory gained you will
also suffer a defeat.  If you know neither the
enemy nor yourself, you will succumb in every
battle.”
~ Sun Tzu (544-496 BC), Chinese Military
Strategist, authored “The Art of War”

Harley-Davidson’s gyroscope patent app 
would help new riders not drop their bikes
by Kyle Hyatt from https://www.cnet.com

The system would fit inside a top case and be
easily removable from the motorcycle.

So, the thing is about motorcycles is that even
the light ones are real damned heavy and that
means that keeping one upright — particularly
as a new rider — can not only be tough, it’s also
intimidating.

Harley-Davidson — makers of definitely-not-
lightweight motorcycles — believes that it has a
solution to this and it’s kind of ingenious. Ac-
cording to Cycle World, Harley filed a patent ap-
plication for a type of gyroscope that would work

at very low speeds to keep the bike upright and
make the bike a little easier to sling up when
dropped.

The best part is that this whole gyroscope deal
is designed to fit inside Harley’s already-existing
top case, so you don’t need to build it into the
motorcycle — something that would drive up
cost and complexity — and which also means
you can remove it once you feel more comfort-
able with your motorcycle.

Like all gyroscopes, this one works by using an
electric motor to spin a heavy weight around re-
ally fast (like between 10,000 and 20,000 rpm),
and that motion imparts a stabilizing effect on

the motorcycle at low speeds. The gyro would
shut off at speeds over three miles per hour be-
cause as you begin moving faster, the motorcy-
cle’s wheels start to offer their own gyroscopic
stabilizing effect.

Also cool is that this wouldn’t necessarily be lim-
ited to one bike. As long as you had a power
source and a way for the unit to detect vehicle
speed, it would work. Now, precisely what
something like this would retail for is hard to
say, but if it’s coming from Harley, we expect
that it wouldn’t be especially cheap, if it ever
comes to market.

Honda hit with cyberattack, 
US production paused at some plants
https://blog.bikernet.com

by Sean Szymkowski from https://www.cnet.com/

US plant operations still remain offline in Ohio.

As Honda continues to ramp up production following an extended shut-
down to curb the spread of the coronavirus, the Japanese automaker
faced a new setback on Monday.

Bloomberg first reported the automaker was the target of a cyberattack of
some sort, which led Honda to halt production at various plants around
the world. A Honda spokesperson confirmed the cyberattack with Road-
show and said the attack “has affected production operations at some US
plants.” The spokesperson added, “There is no current evidence of loss of
personally identifiable information.” Production has restarted at all plants
save for its Ohio facilities.

According to the spokesperson, Honda is still working to restart produc-
tion at its car and engine plants in the state. Honda notably builds the
Civic sedan, Accord sedan and CR-V at its Ohio facilities. The Acura NSX
is also made in Ohio.

As for what the attack took down, Honda didn’t offer detailed information.
TechCrunch reported it was a ransomware attack, meaning it would en-
crypt Honda’s data and ask for payment before unencrypting it.

Bloomberg reported the issue affected a car inspection system. The sys-
tem checks for defects before cars ship out to dealers and the factories
weren’t able to register vehicle information.

Honda hit by cyber attack, some production disrupted

from https://www.channelnewsasia.com

Honda Motor Co suspended some of its auto and motorcycle production
globally as the Japanese car giant grappled with a suspected cyber at-
tack, a spokesman said on Tuesday.

TOKYO: Honda Motor Co suspended some of its auto and motorcycle
production globally as the Japanese car giant grappled with a suspected
cyber attack, a spokesman said on Tuesday.

The suspected attack affected Honda’s production globally on Monday,
forcing some plants to stop operations as the company needed to ensure
that its quality control systems were not compromised.

Honda suspects the ransomware hit the company’s internal servers, the
spokesman said.

Production resumed at most of the plants by Tuesday, but its main plant
in Ohio, as well as those in Turkey, India and Brazil remain suspended as
the ransomware disputed the company’s production systems, he said.
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MMA of Arizona Calendar of Events

YOU CAN SUBMIT YOUR EVENT ON-
LINE AT OUR WEBSITE!

Follow the link below and simply fill out
the on-line form to get your event placed

onto the website and the Master MMA
event 

calendar. 

http://mma-az.org/events/

Supporting
Sponsors:

NEW in 2020! 
ALL INCLUSIVE 
REGISTRATION

9 MEALS
9 WORKSHOPS

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS
and more information than you 

can haul in 2 saddlebags

ONE PRICE!

ME
ETING MINDS

OF
THETTTTTTTTTTTTTTTHHHHHHHHHHHE

2 020

36Annual

I N D I A N A P O L I S

September 24-27, 2020
Waterfront Hotel & Conference Center
Waterfront Hotel & Conference Center, 2930 Waterfront Pkwy W Dr, Indianapolis, IN 46214
Call 317-299-8400 for room reservations (mention MRF). Rate: $84.00 per night
Pre-registration for conference through the MRF, PO Box 250. Highland, IL 62249
Pre-registration (must be received by Sept. 1st): $145.00 (current member)  /  $155.00 (non-member)
Registration rate after Sept. 1st: $155.00 (current member)  /  $165.00 (non-member)
Pre-order your MOTM t-shirt! Short sleeve $20, long sleeve $25. Available in Black, Red, and Grey.
Registration includes all meals and breakfast on Sunday morning, workshops, workshop materials, and Saturday 
banquet. Registration questions call the MRF at 202-546-0983, or email Fred Harrell at fred@mrf.org.

If you’re riding now, it’s because you’re as tired of the lockdown as the rest
of the country, and riding is a 70 MPH exercise in “social distancing.”

Your rights as motorcyclists’ are just as important as your safety.  While the
world was on lockdown and “recommended social distancing,” the MRF
never lost focus of the reason the organization exists – protecting the rights
of all motorcyclists, even while Congress was closed.

Bikers Inside the Beltway was reluctantly canceled because Congress was
closed to the public.  With that, the MRF turned our focus to the Meeting of
the Minds and protecting our rights beyond the lockdown.  With twelve
workshops, six major presentations, and a cadre of motorcyclists’ rights ac-
tivists presenting, the 2020 Meeting of the Minds Conference is destined to
be one of the most dynamic in recent memory.  And it doesn’t stop there…

For the first time ever, event registration includes eight full meals -- not box
lunches, eight full meals!   The Waterfront Hotel is a class act and, for the
past several years, has hosted ABATE of Indiana events.  You’re going to
get more than your money’s worth on the 36th Annual Meeting of the
Minds!

The lockdown is lifted, and we’re moving beyond it.  As you’ve seen or ex-
perienced, individual rights beyond the ones the MRF diligently fights for,
have been under siege since March.  With that, the MRF is expecting a
record number of attendees at this year’s Meeting of the Minds, September
24-27.  Get beyond the lockdown; make your reservations now!

Now’s the time to use this link and register for Meeting of the Minds 2020.
The hotel information is on the same page.

We will endure beyond the lockdown.  However, without exaggeration, your
rights, your motorcycle, and your lifestyle are under siege.  The 2020 Meet-
ing of the Minds provides you with the tools to get beyond the lockdown;
see you in Indianapolis!!!  
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It’s finally getting cooler!

Remind everyone to Watch Out For 
Motorcycles!

So as we all know not much going on in the
biker world lately. We had our pandemic and
then the riots. No bike week in Arizona this year
no rides to events. 

I hope some of you were like me and got on the
bike and rode anyway. For me living in Casa
Grande I love riding the back roads and of
course no one was on them got to get that wind
therapy someway.

So now that we can now socialize again and
start going to event let’s go and support our
biker community. For the MMA and all the other
MRO’s in our state that money goes to help our
lobbyist at the capital so we can get certain bills
passed. We also use those funds for the street
signs you see up around the state which is
close to my heart since My Joe started that.
Every time I see one, I smile.

So if you need some help getting one in your

area please reach out to us. We would love to
get more signs up.

I really do not have much to write about for this
issue. I would just like to say I hope every one is
safe and healthy.

Cindy Gates
Chairman MMA of AZ

Chairman’s Report

Honda hit with cyberattack, 
US production paused at some plants
by Sean Szymkowski from
https://www.cnet.com/

US plant operations still remain offline in Ohio.

As Honda continues to ramp up production fol-
lowing an extended shutdown to curb the
spread of the coronavirus, the Japanese au-
tomaker faced a new setback on Monday.

Bloomberg first reported the automaker was the

target of a cyberattack of some sort, which led
Honda to halt production at various plants
around the world. A Honda spokesperson con-
firmed the cyberattack with Roadshow and said
the attack “has affected production operations
at some US plants.” The spokesperson added,
“There is no current evidence of loss of person-
ally identifiable information.” Production has
restarted at all plants save for its Ohio facilities.

According to the spokesperson, Honda is still

working to restart production at its car and en-
gine plants in the state. Honda notably builds
the Civic sedan, Accord sedan and CR-V at its
Ohio facilities. The Acura NSX is also made in
Ohio.

As for what the attack took down, Honda didn’t
offer detailed information.

continued page 8
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Honda hit with cyberattack continued
TechCrunch reported it was a ransomware at-
tack, meaning it would encrypt Honda’s data
and ask for payment before unencrypting it.
Bloomberg reported the issue affected a car in-
spection system. The system checks for defects
before cars ship out to dealers and the factories
weren’t able to register vehicle information.

Honda hit by cyber attack, some production dis-
rupted

from https://www.channelnewsasia.com

Honda Motor Co suspended some of its auto
and motorcycle production globally as the
Japanese car giant grappled with a suspected
cyber attack, a spokesman said on Tuesday.

TOKYO: Honda Motor Co suspended some of
its auto and motorcycle production globally as
the Japanese car giant grappled with a sus-
pected cyber attack, a spokesman said on
Tuesday.

The suspected attack affected Honda’s produc-
tion globally on Monday, forcing some plants to

stop operations as the company needed to en-
sure that its quality control systems were not
compromised.

Honda suspects the ransomware hit the com-
pany’s internal servers, the spokesman said.

Production resumed at most of the plants by
Tuesday, but its main plant in Ohio, as well as
those in Turkey, India and Brazil remain sus-
pended as the ransomware disputed the com-
pany’s production systems, he said.

Mechanics with good eyesight 
bring motorcycles for me to fix – Abugu, blind mechanic
https://blog.bikernet.com

from https://thecitizenng.com/

Mr Emeka Abugu is a blind mechanic who spe-
cialises in fixing motorcycles and generators.

He discloses in his workshop in Aji, Umu-Ida in
the Igbo-Eze North Local Government Area of
Enugu State, how he lost his sight and learnt to
fix motorcycles and other things.

Excerpts:

How did you become visually impaired?

I was not born blind; it was when I was five
years old that I had measles. And because of
that, I could not go to primary school.

Is your visual impairment partial?

No, I don’t see anything. I am completely blind.
At some point, it was partial and like I told you, I
wasn’t born blind. It started getting worse gradu-
ally and it was around 1992 that I went com-
pletely blind.

You repair motorcycles, generators and bicy-
cles, how did you learn to do that?

I didn’t learn it; I started by repairing bicycles in
1993. Three years after, I started repairing mo-
torcycles. I started by fixing tyres and gradually,
I started repairing engines and doing wheel bal-
ancing. I also work on electrical parts. My father
bought the tools I use for me.

It is difficult to believe you didn’t learn how to fix
motorcycles and bicycles…

I cannot explain it because nobody taught me.
My father had a similar gift; he repaired his bicy-
cle. He would go to market, buy the needed
spare parts and fix his bicycle. But he never re-
paired for any other person. He had tools that
he used and sometimes, I used the tools to fix
his bicycle when I was a kid. I used to also
make a kind of local basket popularly called
‘Abor’ or ‘Nkata’. Apart from motorcycles and bi-
cycles, I also fix generators.

Could you identify the kinds of motorcycles you
can fix?

I repair different kinds of motorcycles like CI-80,
CG, V-10, RX, C-75, CY-10 and the one called
‘Ladies’ motorcycle’ (scooters). I service them
as well. I also repair or service small generators
and other similar ones. Any generator or motor-
cycle engine that has difficulty working, I service
it. I also replace parts that are not good or use-
ful to get the engines to work.

How were you able to fix your father’s bicycle

despite your visual impairment?

I just kept trying till I knew how to do it. I think
God made me understand it. I had to help him
because I wouldn’t have rest of mind if I did not
help him. Once he knew I could fix it better than
he could, anytime his bicycle developed a fault,
he would ask me to fix it. It is God’s gift.

Since you started repairing motorcycles and
others, was there any time you had difficulty on
the job because of your visual impairment?

Yes, when I started, I found certain things diffi-
cult to fix. But on such occasions, I would be-
come very restless. At times while sleeping,
God would show me how to fix it and when I
woke up, I would go back to it and do it. From
there, I became good at it. I could dismantle the
engine of a motorcycle and reassemble them.

How are you able to identify the different parts
of the engines you work on?

I’m able to identify the parts by touching them.
Once I touch any part that is worn out, I know.

How do you buy spare parts and replace bad
ones if you can’t see what you are buying and
replacing?

I always take a motorcyclist along to the market
when I need to buy spare parts. I buy the things
I need; he brings me back to my workshop and I
pay him.

What if the trader sells a bad spare part to you?

I will find out because I started doing this work a
long time ago. I touch and feel the spare parts
before taking them away. And if it is sealed, I al-
ways tell the trader that if there is any defect, I
will bring it back.

Does the motorcyclist who takes you there as-
sist you in buying the spare parts that are gen-
uine?

No, he doesn’t know genuine ones. He only
takes me to where those parts are sold and he
waits for me. Once I finish my transactions, he
brings me back to my workshop.

In what ways have people tried to cheat you be-
cause of your visual impairment?

Some people will give me N100 and say it is
N200 or N500 or N1,000. That is how people try
to cheat me.

Many people complain that there is no job out
there for them, what message do you have for
them?

I will advise them to humble themselves, learn a

skill and be productive. That way, they can be-
come engaged and fulfil God’s plan for their
lives. With the situation of things in Nigeria, one
needs to have one skill or the other.

Since you didn’t go to school, how did you learn
to speak English?

I learnt from the people around and in church.
When people speak English, I listen and try to
remember the words later. And if there is any
word I don’t understand, I ask educated people
around me to tell what it means and how to use
it. Then, I start speaking it. In church, they
speak English and translate into Igbo; I also
learn that way.

Will you be able to teach an apprentice to do
the job?

If anybody comes, I will teach them. However,
no one has come to learn. Many mechanics
around here bring motorcycles they are unable
to fix to me. It is either I tell them how to repair it
or I fix it for them. Then they pay me and take it
back to the owner.

Where do you see yourself in the future?

With God’s continued support, I hope to become
famous. I also want to make money to give all
my children good education and build a house
of my own. Although I have started building a
house, I have not been able to complete it. This
is also because of family problems. I have
roofed the house but it hasn’t been plastered.

Are your parents still alive?

No, both of them are dead. In fact, all my sib-
lings from the same mother are dead. I am the
only surviving child of my late mother. We were
three but two have died. My mother was ill be-
fore she died. My father fell from a palm tree
and died. My father was a palm wine tapper. My
mother died in 2019 and my father died in 2013.

Are you married?

Yes. I’m married with seven children – three
boys and four girls. I didn’t want to have up to
seven children but God in his wisdom gave us a
set of twins twice. I give God all the glory. I got
married in 2000. I am 44 years old now. So, I
was about 24 years old when I married.

How did you find your wife?

My mother helped to get a wife.

continued page 9
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Mechanics with good eyesight continued
Where are your children?

Some of them live with me while the older ones
live with other people so they can go to school.
It is not that if all of them are with me, they can-
not go to school but my job is all I have and it
does not pay well enough. However, I thank
God.

Is any of your children visual impaired?

No, none of them has visual impairment.

What does your wife do?

My wife is not working. I am making arrange-
ment for her to start trading but I don’t have the
money required for that yet.

What kind of discrimination did you face as a
child?

When I was young, other children tried to tell me
that I could not do anything. Sometimes they
would hit me because they knew I could not
chase them. Even my peers insulted me; some
flogged me because they knew I could not fight
them. They would snatch things from me and
run away. And I would not know the person ex-
cept they spoke and I heard their voice. But if
they didn’t talk, I would not know who it was. But
I thank God nobody does such things to me
now.

Were you able to play with your peers as kids?

I participated in some games like the one where
everyone involved would be required to close
their eyes except for one person who would run
around them.

What kind of discrimination do you face now?

Now, I cannot join my peers to do anything.

Did you have any challenge with having rela-
tionships with people of the opposite sex?

I didn’t have friendship with someone of the op-
posite sex while growing up. I promised God
that I would not have sex or have carnal knowl-
edge of a woman until I got married and that
was what I did. So I didn’t have any girlfriend
while I was growing up.

Did you have any challenge getting a wife?

It is not every girl or woman you propose to that
will accept your proposal of marriage and it was-
n’t different during my time. However, I didn’t
approach many women for marriage. I tried only
two women; for the first person, her family ini-
tially rejected me though the girl accepted me.
Her family later accepted me. When I wanted to
know her house, her father asked me to see
him and to come with drinks and other things if I

felt I was ready to marry his daughter. When I
saw him, I told him I was only there to know
their house. Then a date was fixed for me to
commence the rites required for marriage there
but unfortunately, I didn’t show up that day.

Why?

I didn’t go because I felt insulted during my visit
to their house. I didn’t like the way I was ad-
dressed during my first visit.

What kind of reception did you get from the sec-
ond family from which you found your wife?

God followed me to the second family. That was
where my mother married from because my
mother at some point divorced my father and
married another man. So, that was where she
found the woman I married.

What kind of assistance do you want from the
government and society?

I want help; I am getting old and don’t have the
kind of energy I used to have when I was
young. The Federal Government should extend
the Conditional Cash Transfer to people like me
and others suffering from deprivation. Are we
not citizens of this country? The state govern-
ment should also help us. – Punch.

Royal Enfield launches 
their first two-level movable dealership
https://blog.bikernet.com

by Pearl Daniels from https://www.rushlane.com

This two level movable dealership has the com-
plete range of Royal Enfield motorcycles on dis-
play

Royal Enfield has introduced a novel way to dis-
play and sell its range of bikes in Thailand. A
movable dealership has been set up at the Chi-
ang Rai, Thailand region which is constructed
out of shipping containers so as to allow it to be
completely dismantled and moved to a different
location.

This is a two level showroom that boasts of a
novel layout with the display area that show-
cased the entire range of Royal Enfield motorcy-
cles while RE branded riding gear is also
showcased on another level. The new store is a
part of the Golden Triangle region bordering
Laos, Myanmar and Thailand. It is currently
open to customers in the Chiang Rai area.

Royal Enfield commenced sale of motorcycles
in Thailand four years ago. It offers its complete
range of motorcycles and currently has 9 show-
rooms and 6 service centers in the country.
There is also an assembly plant in Thailand

which commenced operations in June 2019. It
may be recalled that the Royal Enfield 650 twins
were initially launched in this South East Asian
market.

Though this is a movable showroom, it is very
much like any other RE showroom around the
globe. The exteriors as well as interiors are dec-
orated in the same global theme of Royal En-
field. Exteriors are finished in the same colours,
while on the inside you will find motorcycle dis-
play area, accessories, etc.

The idea behind such an initiative is to keep the
costs low and have the freedom to set up your
showroom in different areas – depending on
business / time of the year. These new show-
rooms are easy to setup, and dismantle – in
short period of time. They can also be trans-
ported to a new location, using trailers.

Royal Enfield portfolio currently comprises of
the Bullet, Classic, Thunderbird, Himalayan, In-
terceptor 650 and Continental GT 650. Earlier
this month in India, the company has revised
prices of the Himalayan, Bullet and Classic
range in India with new priced higher by around
Rs.2,755. This is the first time that the three
models have received a price hike since being
updated to comply with BS6 norms.

The Bullet 350 BS6, launched in March 2020 is
now priced from Rs.1.24 lakhs for the Bullet X
350 EFI while the Bullet 350 EFI carries a price
tag of Rs.1.30 lakhs. Bullet X 350 electric start
is priced at Rs.1.40 lakhs. With the price up-
grade, RE Classic 350 single channel ABS is
priced at Rs.1.60 lakhs while its dual channel
counterpart is priced from Rs.1.68-1.84 lakhs
depending on colour scheme. BS6 Himalayan
prices range between Rs.1.90-1.94 lakhs de-
pending on variant. This price hike is despite
none of these three models receiving any me-
chanical or feature upgrades.

Recently, Royal Enfield also announced a recall
wherein 15,200 motorcycles were recalled due
to constraints in the braking system. These in-
cluded models such as the Interceptor 650,
Continental GT 650 and the Himalayan. Corro-
sion of the brake caliper was noted in some of
the bikes in specific countries across UK, Eu-
rope and Korea, which could be due to riding on
roads which were treated with salts to prevent
ice formation during the winter months. No such
recall has been announced in India, despite a
few owners pointing out a similar issue with their
650 Twins here.

New Mexico: Motorist Sues 
After Police Conduct Prostate Exam For Failure To Signal
https://www.thenewspaper.com

New Mexico Court of Appeals reinstates lawsuit against doctor who fol-
lowed police orders to invasively search innocent motorist over turn sig-
nal.

Timothy Young

An innocent motorist may pursue his lawsuit against hospital personnel

who, at the direction of police, conducted a "digital rectal examination"
after he was pulled over for allegedly failing to signal a turn. The New
Mexico Court of Appeals last week gave a partial green light to Timothy
Young to go after the Gila Regional Medical Center (GRMC) doctor who
conducted an invasive bodily search on behalf of the Hidalgo County
Sheriff's Department.

continued page 10
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District Updates
Eagle/Leather District Report

NO REPORT

Rim Country District Report
NO REPORT

Verde Valley District Report
NO REPORT

Kings Day Toy Run 2020
https://quickthrottle.com

By Perry and Traci Nelson

Looking for a charity to help children who have
next to nothing? Here is your chance. A coloring
book, a set of jacks, a doll, or even an old bike
you rarely use is gold to these kids. Word got
out this year in this low income section of Puerto
Penasco that the Three Kings were stopping by
a local church. Presents for every child, young
or old. The Three Kings this year were in the
form of local motorcycle clubs, local businesses
and Rally-goers from the 2019 Rocky Point
Rally. Toys stored away, and brought by the day
of, for the 2020 Kings Day Rally.

It is always an emotional day for everyone see-
ing the expressions on the children’s faces
when they are receiving a toy, any toy; it seems
it really doesn’t matter what kind of toy they get
as long as they got one. Instantly most kids
started playing with their gifts from the Three
Kings. The motorcycle community did not let
one kid down this 12th day of January, 2020.

This year was extra special because we had
four bicycles and some more expensive gifts
like remote control toy Jeeps and quads. The
organizers auctioned these off after the line of
close to 1,000 kids all got their smaller gifts…
That’s right; about 1,000 of some of the sweet-

est, most well behaved, and grateful kids you
could imagine.

We met a four-year-old deaf girl; she was play-
ing with some oversized jacks, spinning them
like tops. This little girl was having the time of
her four-year-old life; such an exciting event for
her. She flashed us an “I Love You” in sign lan-
guage that could break an old biker’s heart. I
know this because, feeling the struggles she
must be going through, she broke mine.

Being a part of this event was a truly heartfelt
experience from beginning to end. Traci and I
will be here next year without a doubt.

Blue Collar Build Off
https://quickthrottle.com

By Rob Borden

Perhaps no one has enjoyed their quarantine
more than the handful of teams that were se-
lected to participate in this year’s Blue Collar
Build Off… Now in its fourth year, this low-bud-
get bike building competition brings in teams
from all over the country, and it just keeps get-
ting bigger and better every year. The founder of
this competition, Rob Borden, openly admits
that this year was by far, his favorite one yet.

“Due to the health concerns of Covid-19, we
had to scale the event way back. Normally, the
BCBO is held in conjunction with our “West
Coast Rendezvous” event, which is open to the
public and this year was scheduled to go on
during the same dates as the Laughlin River
Run. We were expecting great masses.”

“Obviously the River Run got cancelled, and we
held on to hope as long as we could, but in the
end, the health concerns did not lighten, as we

hoped they would, so we had to postpone the
WCR also. Now, we were faced with the BCBO
build teams that had spent the last thirty days
busting their asses, building their bikes, and
they wanted to show them. They didn’t even
care if we had toilet paper or not.”
Rob said, “How do you tell these teams to stay
home, and forget about it for this year?” So, he
told the builders, “There is no event, but if you
guys still wanna come, the gates will be open
for you. Just spread out your campsites at least
30 feet apart, and practice safe social distanc-
ing [legal disclaimer, LOL].”

The outcome was amazing… Wasn’t a huge
crowd… No band, no vendors, no big anything,
really. Just a handful of like minded, old school
bikers having an old school biker time reminis-
cent of something in the 60’s or 70’s.

So, why was it Rob’s favorite, so far? “I didn’t
have to run around the ranch all day everyday. I
didn’t have to be the party host… I was just an-
other party goer. I got to hang out with every-
one. Sit around the campfire, get to know

everyone and immerse myself into the party. I
loved it.”

riday morning was dedicated to the Builders’
Ride. We rode from the Saddle Sore Ranch
[Golden Valley, AZ], up Route 66 eastbound to
Hackberry, where we stopped for photos and a
break. On the way to Hackberry, we stopped at
a railroad tunnel that held a special significance
to me, and all of the teams left their mark there
as well. 

Saturday morning, we rode from the ranch, out
to Cool Springs and then down the ten-mile
stretch of Route 66 known by bikers worldwide
as the “Mohave Rattlesnake”.222 curves in just
ten miles. This brought us to the old mining
town of Oatman, AZ. Only a handful of people
were there. The only thing open was the Gen-
eral Store. We hung out there for a little bit, then
turned around and did the Mohave Rattlesnake
in the opposite direction, as we made our way
back to the Saddle Sore Ranch.

continued page 11

New Mexico: Motorist Sues continued
Deputy Javier Peru stopped Young in Lordsburg on October 13, 2012,
claiming the man's blue Dodge pickup truck failed to signal a turn. During
the stop, the deputy asked for consent to search the truck. Young agreed,
as he had nothing to hide. After a team of deputies searched for two-and-
a-half hours, they came up empty.

"This is the part that, I'm like, ahh, I feel there's something in here -- but
where?" Deputy Peru said, as recorded on his body camera.

The officers decided to bring in a drug dog to sniff the truck. Deputy David
Arredondo asked Young whether the dog would alert on his truck.

"I don't know what the dog is going to do," Young replied. "If you want it to
I guess it could."

The dog did alert, so the officers strip searched Young, and again came
up empty. So the officers obtained a warrant to search the truck, though
they incorrectly claimed the warrant also authorized a body cavity search.
They went to the hospital and told the on-duty emergency physician, Doc-
tor Bryant Beesley, that they believed Young had swallowed drugs and
they had a warrant to conduct an invasive exam to find them.

Beesley "skimmed through" the warrant and did not check the details, be-
lieving the officers were telling the truth. Young pleaded with the doctor,
saying he was not carrying any drugs, but the doctor proceeded. The

search found nothing, and a subsequent x-ray also found nothing. After
seven hours, Young was released and later the hospital billed him $814
for the exam.

Young has already received $925,000 in compensation from Hidalgo
County, but he wants $707,000 from the doctor, who had been shielded
from the lawsuit by a lower court judge.

Young's lawyer pointed out the doctor cannot claim immunity for his con-
duct on behalf of law enforcement because there was no warrant for the
invasive bodily search he conducted. The three-judge appellate panel
agreed.

"An attending physician is required to learn the constitutional require-
ments of invasive body searches," Judge Briana H. Zamora wrote for the
appellate court. "For this reason, a reasonable physician should have
known that a manual rectal cavity search and abdominal x-ray were un-
constitutional unless authorized by a valid, particularized warrant."

The appellate judges concluded that the case should be sent back to trial
to sort through the conflicting testimony about what the officers told the
doctor about the warrant. If it can be shown that the officers directly and
specifically told him the invasive exam was authorized, then Beesley
could escape liability under the ruling.
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Blue Collar Build Off continued
Friday night at the ranch meant another unfor-
gettable campfire party… We talked about each
team’s journey to the ranch, the rides, and the
build off. What the build off meant to each team,
what their biggest challenge was, and what they
learned this year, that will help them for BCBO
2021.

Saturday night’s campfire party ended up hav-
ing live banjo music, beer pong, an adult ver-
sion of a huge Jenga game, and racing some
laps. Although plagued with generator issues
Saturday night, it was just proof that we didn’t
need any sort of big production. Everyone there
was perfectly content to just be there. From
wherever they came… And that there was no
place they would rather be than at the Saddle
Sore Ranch.

Barrie, our big, fluffy, adorable, shit-kickin’ secu-
rity guy/party host whipped up a big cast iron
pot of chili, and it was damn delicious. He was
later seen dancing by the fire, wearing a cow-
boy hat and a smile. However, he probably
doesn’t remember that. LOL.

Artist and model, Chey Alexandria was onsite,
and took the opportunity to paint one of our VW
buses all up in true hippie fashion. She did a
fantastic job, and is currently working on the
second one. Peace, love, flowers, dancing
bears, and more…. We love them. She later
posed on some of the bikes, at the builder’s re-
quests too.

Troy Bensinger, travelling moto journalist and
photographer for several publications was also
onsite. Look for great things to come from him.

Any form of a “schedule” was thrown out the
window when the big event was postponed, so
we just kind of rolled with it. And it could not
have turned out any better. Judging was done,
and Ace Cycle, from Reno, NV took home the
Cleetus award; Falling Rocks, from Minnesota,
took home SSR Favorite; Scodes MC, from So
Cal, took home 2nd Place Metric; Hack Motor-
works, from Lake Havasu City, took home 1st
Place Metric; Illinois Tall Boys, from Illinois, took
home 3rd Place Harley; Boogaloo Crew, from
Oregon, took home 2nd Place Harley; and Dys-
functional Veterans, from Missouri, took home

Builder’s Choice, 1st Place Harley and Best Of
Show.

This year’s Blue Collar Build Off was sponsored
by Quick Throttle Magazine, Samson Exhaust,
Red Rock Harley-Davidson, Legal Ride, Motor-
cycle Tire Center, Hogs & Heifers Saloon, Biker
Atlas, Midnight Oil Fabrications, and the Saddle
Sore Ranch.

This year’s LOST & FOUND: 2 sets of keys, one
cell phone, 3 blow up dolls found in compromis-
ing positions, a tie dyed pipe, pocket knife, a
cantelope wearing lipstick, and a photo of some
people doing some things, in some positions
that will confuse me for the rest of my life.
Thank you all for the great times. Hope to see
you again at the West Coast Rendezvous which
has been postponed until October 16-18. More
info at www.WestCoastRendezvous.com

For more information on the build off, or to sign
up your team for next year, visit www.BlueCol-
larBuildOff.com

Mad Hatter Performance: 
The Baddest Shop You’ve Never Heard Of
https://quickthrottle.com

By Justin James

With the current state of the world, it was hard
to envision how the 2020 Blue Collar Build Off
would turn out. It is difficult enough to build a
bike in only thirty days under a budget con-
straint of only $1,500 without the world being
shut down. Despite the added challenges
brought on by Covid-19 this year, the build
teams all somehow managed to kick it up a
notch and produce the best work this competi-
tion has seen in the four years it has been
going. At final judging, the team that made the
biggest statement was the Dysfunctional Veter-
ans/Mad Hatter Performance Crew, last year’s
defending champions. I was able to lock down
Geoffrey Morgan, owner of Mad Hatter Per-
formance for a few questions about his little
shop that has been dominating the Blue Collar
Build Off.

JJ: Describe Mad Hatter Performance and the
type of craziness that rolls out of the shop.

MHP: MHP is a full-service fabrication shop in
Saint Robert, Missouri. We do metal artwork,
customs cars, bikes, trucks, race cars, tractors,
trikes and anything else that needs taken from
sucky stock to crazy and wild.

JJ: Coming off back-to-back BCBO champi-
onships, it is safe to say the Dysfunctional Vet-
erans team knows the ropes of the
competition. What would you say is the most
challenging part of building a bike on a $1,500
budget in only thirty days?

MHP: We know how to win. We live the KISS
theory and we know that time management is
the hardest part of the build-off. You need to
have the right team members. They need to
know their roles and they need to be able to
handle issues quickly and proficiently. Most im-
portantly, they need to know the vision and de-
sired outcome of the build. We have that in our
team and that is why we have come out on top
two years in a row.

JJ: Many builders out there tend to stay within

a certain style or build around the same plat-
form over and over. That is not the case with
Mad Hatter now, is it? Word has it you may
have an upcoming build based off a Kawasaki
Ninja powertrain. I have also heard you will be
coming back to the BCBO next year to try and
three-peat your championship. Can you give us
a little teaser on that?

MHP: We have our own style. We will take
things we like from different styles or blend
styles and incorporate it into our bikes. We are
capable of building anything and we never do
the same bike twice. A teaser… BCBO 2021
will see the Dysfunctional Veterans/Mad Hatter
Performance team again. We are going for a
three-peat and our fourth time being on the
podium. 2018 was 2nd in H-D, 2019 was 1st in
H-D, Best of Show, 2020 was 1st in H-D, Best
of Show and Builders’ Choice. We are tossing
around a Kawasaki-based build that is nothing
at all like what you have seen us build before.
Our team has owned the Harley class, winning
everything there is to win, and have nothing left
to prove. Time to turn the page and dominate
the non-Harley class as well.

JJ: Are there any upcoming shows, rallies, or
events where MHP’s work can be viewed?

MHP: MHP bikes will be at rallies in MO and in
surrounding states. This Covid-19 mess has a
bunch of events canceled and/or rescheduled.
We do know we will be at Summerfest in Rolla,
MO in June, and Street Vibrations in Reno, NV
in September. We don’t just build polished
bikes that get pushed around for shows. You
will most likely see our bikes riding in poker
runs, charity runs and at rallies, being ridden
and enjoyed.

JJ: Aside from Justin James (haha), who is
your favorite person in the custom bike game,
past and present?

MHP: Indian Larry is a builder I looked up to. I
like his demeanor and his outlook on life. Live,
take risks and enjoy it. Closely following him is
Billy Lane. I feel Billy is humble and down to
earth. He has a keen eye for choppers and
things that are different.

JJ: You know I like to cause a little ruckus, so
let me ask a question aimed at doing just that.
If you could challenge any of the big-name
builders to a build off, BCBO or wide-open
showdown, who would they be?

MHP: Who would I call out and for what? My
pocketbook says stay away from an open
build, but I feel my team and our bikes would
stand toe to toe with anyone’s builds and beat
some. I would call out Billy Lane for a BCBO. I
feel he is probably the only well-known builder
who could complete a build like this within
budget and really understand the mission. I do
not think any of the others could even fathom a
budget build like this or complete it. It is harder
than you think… oh wait, you have found that
out two years in a row, Ha!!! MHP is a one-man
show until build-off time when my team is here.
I do not have the corporate sponsors, a huge
shop or deep pockets but, I feel my bikes are
as good if not better than many I have seen
from the “famous” guys. I am not knocking
them, but my bikes are meant to ride and draw
attention. They are not meant to be placed in a
showroom, ride in trailers or take three hours to
get ready for a ride. MHP bikes are built to hop
on, ride and be enjoyed.

As you can see, the Mad Hatter Performance
crew can knock out an impressive bike for
$1,500 in thirty days. What is even more im-
pressive is the fact that Geoffrey also had his
hand in this year’s 3rd place bike. Geoffrey in-
vited Brian Patrick of the Illinois Tall Boys team
to come down to his shop so Brian would have
some help and be able to compete this year.
The photos do not do either of these bikes jus-
tice. I hope you all get the chance to see them
in person. If you come across Mad Hatter Per-
formance at a show or rally walk up and say Hi.
Geoffrey would be more than happy to let you
check out his bikes, take pictures or even sit on
them.

Tinker, Shred, Destroy, Repeat
-Justin James (follow more of my Tinker
shenanigans on Instagram @justinjamesmoto)
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MMA of Arizona Business Member Listing by City
At Large

Sober Riders MC, Inc 
Organizations and Clubs
Business Life Member

Apache Junction

American Legion Riders Post 27 
1018 S. Meridan Rd.
Apache Junction, AZ    85220
602-541-2441  
www.ajlrpost27.org
Business Life Member

Captain’s Bar 
300 W. Apache Trail #118
Apache Junction, AZ    85217
480-288-2590  
Business Life Member

Avondale

Dart Cycle Worx 
1060 N. Eliseo Felix Way Ste. 10
Avondale, AZ    85323
623-925-5503  
www.dartcycleworx.com
Business Life Member

Camp Verde

Ligon Excavation
636 S McCracken Ln.
Camp Verde, AZ 86322
928-300-2126
Business Life

Clarkdale

10-12 Lounge
910 Main St
Clarkdale, AZ 86324
928) 639-0800

Verde Valley Moose Lodge 1449
1051 S Broadway
Clarkdale, AZ 86324
Business Life

Coolidge

Tags Cafe 
156 N. AZ Blvd.
Coolidge, AZ    85128
520-723-1013  

Cottonwood

ABC Body Shop 
1269 E Cherry St
Cottonwood, AZ 86326
928-634-6442
Business Life

Bedrock Landscape Materials & Supplies
770 E State Route 89A,
Cottonwood, AZ  85302
928-634-1490
Business Life Member

Chaparral Bar 
325 S. Main St.
Cottonwood, AZ    86326
928-254-1307  928-634-2131

Kactus Kate’s Bar 
929 N. Main St.
Cottonwood, AZ    86326
928-634-7822  

The American Legion Riders Post 25 
Business Life Member

Scherich Insurance LLC
657 E Cottonwood St, Ste 6C, 
Cottonwood AZ 86326
928-567-0335

Seitz Architectural Design 
728 Cove Parkway
Cottonwood, AZ    86326
928-646-1788, 928-301-2620
Business Life Member

The Bar at Strombolli’s 
321 S. Main St.
Cottonwood, AZ 86326
928-634-3838  

The Steak-N- Stuff
1100 S SR 260 #21
Cottonwood, AZ 86326
602-571-8142
Business Member

Cornville

Old Corral Bar
11375 E Cornville Rd
Cornville, AZ 86325
928-649-9495

Gilbert

Team Arizona Motorcyclist 
Training Center 
36 N. William Dillard Dr.
Gilbert, AZ    85233
480-998-9888, 480-236-2997
Business Life Member

Glendale

Charley’s Place 
4324 W. Thunderbird Rd.
Glendale, AZ    85306
602-439-1668  
Business Life Member

Limey Riders 
Post Office Box 780
Glendale, AZ    85311
623-930-9165  
Business Life Member

US Military Vets MC
500 N. Estrella Parkway #B514
Goodyear, AZ 85338-2894
361.944.0032
Business Life Member

Humboldt

Arizona Trike Shop 
3650 AZ-69
Humboldt, AZ    86329
928-632-8910  
Business Life Member

Mayer

Smokin’ Harley’s Steakhouse 
11255 AZ-69
Mayer, AZ    86333
928-379-8480  928-632-4255
Business Life Member

Mesa

America’s Ultra Clean 
Carpet Cleaning 
738 E. Dana Suite A
Mesa, AZ    85204
480-206-4003  
Business Life Member

Mainstreet Motorcycles 
9750 E. Apache Tr.
Mesa, AZ    85207
480-357-7595  
Business Life Member

VIII Society M/C 
7930 E. 1st Ave.
Mesa, AZ    85208
480-227-2690  
Business Life Member

New River

Roadrunner Restaurant & Saloon 
47801 N. Black Canyon Highway
New River, AZ    85087
623-465-9903
Business Life Member

Page

Blair’s Trading Post 
626 N. Navajo Dr.
Page, AZ    86040
928-645-3008  
www.blairstradingpost.com
Business Life Member

Fred’s Liquor Store 
902 N. Navajo Dr.
Page, AZ    86040
520-645-3575  
Business Life Member

Page Boy Motel 
150 N. Lake Powell Blvd.
Page, AZ    86040
928-645-2416  
www.pageboymotel.us
Business Life Member

Page Honda 
915 Coppermine Rd.
Page, AZ    86046
928-645-3251  800-432-6923
www.pagehonda.com
Business Life Member

Ranch House Grille 
819 N. Navajo Dr.
Page, AZ    86040
928 645-1420  
Business Life Member

Windy Mesa Bar
800 N. Navajo Dr.
Page, AZ    86040
928-645-2186  
Business Life Member

Payson

All-Clene Carpet Cleaners 
609 W. Bridle Path Lane
Payson, AZ    85541
928-468-1358, 480-734-3436
www.all-clene.com
Business Life Member

Amon Builders, Inc. 
903 E. Hwy 260 #6
Payson, AZ    85541
928-474-0689  
www.amonbuilders.com
Business Life Member

Lil Joe’s Leathers 
Post Office Box 839
Payson, AZ    85547
800-643-3321, 928-200-3665
www.liljoesleather.com
Business Life Member

Mazatzal Casino 
AZ-87
Payson, AZ    85541
800-777-7529  
Business Life Member

Miller Auto Works 
600 W. Main St. Suite A
Payson, AZ    85541
928-468-8855  
Business Life Member

Payson Packaging 
106 Bonita St.
Payson, AZ    85541
928-474-5260  
www.paysonpackaging.com

RTD Automotive
3898 E Az Highway 260
Payson, AZ 85541
928- 468-6164

Tonto Silk Screen & Embroidery
403 W. FRONTIER ST.
PAYSON, AZ 85541
928-474-4207

Peoria

Airepros Air Conditioning 
& Heating LLC 
24654 N. Lake Pleasant Pkwy
Peoria AZ 85383, Suite 103-340
623-225-8199  623-225-6116
Business Life Mem

CJ Creations 
10348 W. Cashman
Peoria, AZ    85383
623-412-2110  
Business Life Member

Phoenix

Alex & Associates 
Attorney at Law
1717 E. Bell Rd., Suite #1
Phoenix, AZ    85022
602-971-1775 
www.alexandassociates.com 
Business Life Member

Angelo Bellone CPA-PLC 
3420 E. Shea Blvd. #140
Phoenix, AZ    85028
602-765-6111  
Business Life Member

Breyer Law Offices
15715 S 46th St Ste 100
Phoenix, AZ
480-505-2162
Business Life

Greer Wilson Funeral Home 
5921 W. Thomas Rd.
Phoenix, AZ    85033
623-245-0994  623-262-4565
Business Life Member

Law Tigers 
362 N. 3rd Ave.
Phoenix, AZ    85003
602-516-0000  602-271-0183
www.lawtigers.com
Business Life Member

Renegade Classics 
3102 E. Cactus Rd.
Phoenix, AZ    85032
602-595-9598  
Business Life Member

Skinny Dipping Pools 
18655 N. 35th Ave.
Phoenix, AZ    85027
602-292-4033  
www.skinnydippingpools.com
Business Life Member

Scottsdale

Southwest Trikes 
7430 E. Butherus
Scottsdale, AZ    85260
480-951-7171  
Business Life Member

Sedona

Olde Sedona Bar & Grill
1405 State Route 89A
Sedona, AZ 86336
928-282-5670

PJ’s Village Pub, Inc.
40 W. Cortez #7
Sedona, AZ  86351
928-284-2250
www.pjsvillagepub.com

Strawberry

Bandits Restaurant & The Dirty Cowboy
Saloon Bar and Restaurant
5079 N Hwy 87
Strawberry, AZ 85544
928-363-4075

MotorcycleSafari.com
928-476-1955
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Show Low

Days Inn - Show Low 
480 W. Duece Of Clubs
Show Low, AZ    85901
928-537-4356  
Business Life Member

Native New Yorker #12 
391 W. Duece Of Clubs
Show Low, AZ    85901
928-532-5100  
Business Life Member

Springerville

American Legion Post #30 
825 E. Main
Springerville, AZ    85938
928-339-4475  928-551-3320
Business Life Member

Booga Red’s 
521 E. Main St.
Springerville, AZ    85938
928-333-2640  928-245-1670
Business Life Member

Star Valley

Mad Mario’s Breakfast & BBQ
3964 E AZ HWY 260
Star Valley, AZ 85541
928-978-3705
Business Member

Spur Bar
3964 E AZ HWY 260
Star Valley, AZ 85541
928-472-7787
Business Member

Surprise

Arizona Dragon Slayer Exterminator 
26307 N. 157th Ave.
Surprise, AZ    85387
602-526-0919  602-526-1312
Business Life Member

H & H Plumbing & Drain Cleaning
16772 W. Bell Road Suite 110 #233
Surprise, AZ    85374
632-322-9100  
www.HandHplumbingAZ.com
Business Life Member

Tempe

Aflac Insurance
209 E. Baseline Rd., E203
Tempe, AZ    85283
480-686-4346  480-838-9020
britton_johnson@us.aflac.com
Business Life Member

American Legion Riders Tempe Post #2 
2125 S. Industrial Park Ave.
Tempe, AZ    85282
Business Life Member

Beyer Appliance Service Inc.
1797 W University Dr #172
Tempe, AZ 85281
480-659-1400
Business Life 

Tonopah

Tonopah Joe’s Family Restaurant 
41101 W. Indian School road
Tonopah, AZ    85354
623-386-3895  
Business Life Member

Youngtown

Curly’s Customs Motorcycle Shop
12040 N. 111th Avenue
Youngtown, AZ    85363
623-977-0339, 623-764-6562
Business Life Member

Other

Law Offices of Richard M. Lester
21054 Sherman Way, 3rd Floor
Canoga Park, CA  91303
800-521-2425
Business Life Member

$4,000.00 
Accidental Death and 

Dismemberment Insurance
To all MMA-AZ Members

*****AS OF July,2016*****

Hello all, 

I am pleased to announce that all Members of MMA-AZ now
have their Accidental Death and Dismemberment Insurance in-
creased from ($3,500.00)  Three Thousand Five -Hundred Dol-
lars to ($4,000.00) Four Thousand Dollars.

MMA-AZ is the first Motorcycle origination to have secured this
cost free insurance in Arizona. The Membership officer will per-
sonally be mailing out this announcement with A.I.L. information
in the very near future. 

Please remember that if you want to be contacted by a A.I.L.
Representative you must mail in their correspondence that will be
in the letter that we are sending you.

If you do not want to be contacted by an A.I.L. Representative do
not send this information in to A.I.L. A.I.L. does not have your
contact information unless you send in their reply card.

It’s that simple -- you need to do nothing to have this increase to
($4,000.00) Four Thousand Dollars of Accidental Death & Dis-
memberment Insurance.

If you have been thinking about getting more insurance or any
other type of insurance --- by all means please use the Insurance
Company that is sponsoring this $4,000.00 of Accidental Death
and Dismemberment Insurance benefit to us MMA-AZ Members.

Below is the web site and phone contact for American Income
Life Insurance Company for MMA-AZ Members.

www.ailife.com/benefits/SGLLB

1-800-495-1213 

Remember, if you want to be contacted send it in, if you do not
what to be contacted do not send it in.  That’s the way it works.

C. J. Swinford 
Chairman Emeritus
602-620-7110
CJSWINFORD@COX.NET
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Grand Canyon North Rim
http://www.cyclerides.com/

Well, another 4th of July has now come and
gone. As well as celebrating the birth of our na-
tion, it also usually creates a good opportunity
for an extended ride. Since my birthday was
July 6th, Mrs. C. called this my birthday week-
end and said we could do what ever I wanted to
do. So while that is a wide open offer, I opted to
use the long weekend for an extended ride.
Imagine that.

Even though I had the opportunity to go any-
where I wanted, there was one place that we
had visited briefly before that had been calling
me back. A couple of years ago we had ridden
up to the North Rim of the Grand Canyon, but it
was just kind of an in, and right back out type of
visit. We really didn't get to explore any of the
other roads in the area or see too much at that
time, so my brief encounter with the North Rim
had left me wanting more and this would be a
good weekend to get reacquainted this geologi-
cal marvel. 

Whenever anyone mentions the Grand Canyon,
the South Rim is usually what they are referring
to. It is the closest to the Phoenix area, the easi-
est to get to and the most often visited by far. In
fact, of the 5 million visitors to the Grand
Canyon every year, only about 10% make it to
the North Rim. But as far as I'm concerned,
those 90% are missing the real beauty of the
Grand Canyon. The North Rim is much more
beautiful in my opinion. It seems to be en-
hanced by more erosion which creates more of
a 3D look to the canyon versus the "big ditch"
look of the South Rim. The views of the sub-
canyons seem to be more inviting, affording
much more for the eye to see and the mind to
process.

The view point at Point Imperial, on the North
Rim, is the highest overlook on either rim at
8,803 ft. making it a much cooler place to visit
especially during the summer months. Another
aspect that makes the North Rim visit more ap-
pealing to me is that there is much more vegeta-
tion than the South Rim due to the increased
rain in the area. And best of all, you can enjoy
the North Rim without the traffic jams and elbow
to elbow congestion at the viewpoints. You can
freely walk the area and feel like you are truly
away from it all.

And now for some water cooler trivia. Did you
know that it is only 12 miles from the South Rim
to the North Rim as the crow flies? But it is 215
miles to get there by paved roads? Or you can
take the 21 mile hike through the canyon.

Our trip started on Thursday, July 1st. Mrs. C.
had a meeting in Flagstaff early Friday morning,
so we decided to ride up on Thursday evening,
spend the night, do the meeting and hit the road
from there to the North Rim. Good plan on
paper, but what we didn't factor in was the 116
degree temps that we would be riding out of
town in. Yes, it was extremely hot, but by the
time we had gone about 40 miles to Sunset
point, it was all the way down to 105 which
seemed like a real cooling trend. Of course we
had plenty of water with us, and made a couple
of stops along the way to drink water and stay
hydrated. All in all, it wasn't as bad as you might
imagine. We knew it would be getting cooler
each mile that we traveled. When we reached
Flagstaff it was 80 degrees, making it a 36 de-
gree drop in just 2.5 hours.

The next morning we headed Northbound on
Hwy. 89 for 110 miles to the junction of 89A.
This is a pretty much straight stretch of 2 lane
that will take you through Cameron and the In-
dian Reservation to just about 20 South of Page
where you will head West past the Vermillion
Cliffs on your way to Jacobs Lake for the turnoff
to the North Rim. Some points of interest along
the 89A would be to stop at the Steel Arched
Navajo Bridges that cross the Colorado River.
Apart from the Glen Canyon Bridge a few miles
upstream at Page, this is the only roadway
crossing of the river and the Grand Canyon for
nearly 600 miles. There is the new bridge that
you ride over and the old bridge built in 1929
that you can walk across and get a great view of
the Colorado River 470 feet below. Just 1/2 mile
past the bridges there is a turnoff to Lee's Ferry
Rd. that will take you about 6 miles to the shore
of the Colorado River and Marble Canyon. It is a
very pretty ride and well worth the short time
that it takes to do it.

From the Navajo Bridges you continue your ride
40 miles West that will take you from an eleva-
tion of 3200 feet past the Vermillion Cliffs and
then through the pines up to 7900 feet at Jacob
Lake which is located at the intersection of 89A
and Hwy. 67. At Jacob Lake you can get some
gas for the ride to the North Rim, have lunch in
the restaurant or grab a snack from their fresh
baked cookies, muffins or fudge. This is a very
good place to eat.

From here you take Hwy. 67, a Ponderosa pine,
fir and aspen lined byway, known as the Kaibab
Plateau-North Rim Parkway, which takes you 45
miles from the junction at Jacob Lake to the
North Rim of the Grand Canyon. The scenic
byway is a one-way road, ending in a dead-end
at the rim of the Grand Canyon. This is a very
nice road that will feature some sweeping

curves and rolling hills as you make your way to
the Lodge at around 8300 feet elevation. Once
you reach the Park gates, there is a $12 cost
per bike or $25 per car. If you do a lot of riding,
it is best to get a National Parks annual pass
that costs $80 for the year. This will get 2 bikes
in for free at any park throughout the year. But
you both have to sign the card and they will
check ID. This saved us $50 just on this trip
alone and we have used it many times before.

About 3 miles before you reach the Lodge,
there will be a road that will take you to Point
Imperial and Cape Royal Points. It is a 20 mile
ride to Cape Royal and an 8 mile ride to Pt. Im-
perial. from Hwy. 67. I would highly recommend
doing these rides. You get some more gorgeous
views of the canyon and it is a fun ride. Just be-
ware of the tar snakes on the roads in the park.
They are fresh and slippery at times.

Lodging is minimal at the North Rim. There are
mostly cabins and a few traditional motel rooms.
We stayed in one of the Western cabins that
was excellent. It has 2 queen beds, fireplace
and dressing area with 2 pine rocking chairs on
the front porch. Really nice accommodations.
Lodging here ranges from $113 to $182 per
night. You could stay at a cabin in Jacob Lake
for as low as $86.

Things to do once you get there are to walk
some of the trails and viewpoints around the
Lodge for incredible views of the North Rim. The
only eating accommodations are the main din-
ing room or a deli. There is also a Saloon that
stays open till 10:30pm. Besides that, don't ex-
pect to be entertained much beyond the riding,
the beautiful sunset and the bright stars at the
canyon. But that is more than enough.

I would HIGHLY recommend planning a ride to
the North Rim. You will not be disappointed. It
will get you out of the heat of the valley and
have you riding mostly in the 80's with some in
the upper 90's near Lee's Ferry and always over
3500 feet in elevation. Lots of different terrain
changes to keep in interesting and the payoff at
the North Rim is worth the ride. From I-17 and
the Loop 101, it is 335 miles one way to the
Lodge. Add in the 2 points and you will be at
about 380 miles for the day. But it goes much
faster that you think because a lot of the ride will
be at speeds of at least 65-70 mph. So it is an
easy day ride for sure. There is gas at Lee's
Ferry, Jacob Lake and Just outside the park.
North Rim Park is open Mid-May through Mid-
October depending on snowfall. Check with
park for specific closure dates.

Ohio Appeals Court Upholds 
Photo Ticket For Violating Implicit Speed Limit
https://www.thenewspaper

Appellate court rules that Toledo, Ohio speed
cameras can issue tickets for violation of implicit
speed limits.

Judge Mary Eileen Kilbane

Toledo's speed camera ordinance does not
have to spell out the speed limits on the roads
where automated ticketing is used, the Ohio
Court of Appeals ruled last week. A three-judge
panel took up the issue after motorist Jeffrey D.
Reusch had his 2017 Honda SUV pho-
tographed on Interstate 75 on October 14,
2018. On that day, Toledo police Officer Scott
Swartz set up an automated laser speed cam-

era trap that accused Reusch of traveling 62
MPH in a spot where the usual 60 MPH speed
limit had been lowered to 50 MPH.

Reusch, an attorney, decided to challenge the
ticket on the grounds that Toledo's own city
code does not allow photo enforcement of a
lowered interstate construction zone speed limit.
He pointed out that the speed camera code only
covers a specific subset of alleged violations.

"The owner of a vehicle... shall be liable for a
penalty imposed pursuant to this section if such
vehicle is operated at a speed in excess of
those set forth in Toledo Municipal Code Section
333.03," Toledo's speed camera ordinance
states.

Section 333.03 does not include any refer-
ence to construction zone speed limits. Instead,
it sets forth 60 MPH as the speed limit for Inter-
state 75.

"The issue is not whether the 50 MPH speed
limit was legally declared by the director of
transportation," Reusch argued. "Instead, the
relevant issue is whether the element of the 50
MPH speed limit being set forth in Toledo Mu-
nicipal Code 333.03 is satisfied.... As drafted by
the city of Toledo, [the speed camera ordinance]
does not say that it is a violation to exceed the
posted speed limit. 
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Nor does it say that it is a violation to exceed
the speed limit established by the director of
transportation."

The city council could have held a public meet-
ing and amended the ordinance in question set-
ting out the lowered speed limit, but it did not do
so, Reusch pointed out. The three-judge appel-
late panel saw no reason for the city to change

its ordinance.

"Toledo Municipal Code 333.03 includes two
provisions that set forth express speed limits --
(b) and (d) -- and five provisions that set forth
implicit speed limits," Judge Mary Eileen Kil-
bane wrote for the panel. "'Set forth' is not lim-
ited to express speed limits; if that were true,
then the limits imposed by the other provisions

would be meaningless. That cannot be the
case. The trial court found that TMC 333.03(h)
set forth an implicit speed limit that Reusch vio-
lated, therefore making him liable. We agree."

Reusch now must appeal the ruling or pay $120
to Redflex Traffic Systems, the Australian com-
pany that runs the camera program.

Ohio Appeals Court Upholds Photo Ticket continued

Road Trip
http://www.cyclerides.com/

Greetings Riders,

I hope you all took advantage of the relatively
nice weather last weekend to go on the Cy-
clerides.com Monument Ride that I wrote about
in Last Week's Newsletter. If you are looking for
a good overnighter, there is still plenty of time to
do the Silver City Ride that I wrote about a cou-
ple of months ago. The Coronado Trail will be
awesome this time of year. Take a look at the
New Page that I just did for this ride complete
with maps. Click Here. 

As most of you know, especially those who fol-
lowed my daily pictorial on the Cyclerides.com
Facebook page, Mrs. C. and I took off on July
30th for a 10 day ride through the Great White
North. It was an excellent 3300 mile ride in
which we were blessed with great riding
weather for 95% of the trip. And for that other
5%, a little rain never hurt anyone, it's part of a
day on the road. As with all of the long rides that
we have taken, this one was filled with excep-
tional scenery, much sought after cooler riding
weather and new relationships made with other
riders along the way.

As I sit here trying to write this, I'm finding it diffi-
cult to transfer the reflections of my thoughts
over these 10 days, into a few paragraphs in the
newsletter. Imagine the experience and daily
routine of living out of a T-Bag with a few
clothes rolled up with a rubber band, strapped
to the back of a motorcycle, pointed in a direc-
tion not knowing where it will take you, with no
schedule, no motel reservations and no ending
requirement for the day. This concept is so liber-
ating, relaxing and contrary to the life we live
every day, it's really hard to put into words. For
most of us, we get up at the same time every
day, take the same route to work, get off at the
same time and reverse the route. It is Eat,
Work, Sleep, Repeat. We generally live by
schedules, demands and expectations dictated
by our work and family life.

There is not much better than to be on a motor-
cycle, riding through a place you have never
been, with the cool breeze blowing past your
body while your nose picks up the scent of the
fresh cut alfalfa, the strawberry fields or the
strong smell of fresh cut logs from that sawmill
as you ride by. Being enveloped by the enormity
of the mountains with glaciers hanging off of the
edge, while enjoying the beauty of God's cre-
ation 360 degrees around you, living only by
YOUR schedule and expectations, is about as
far from the real world as you can possibly get.

Riding a motorcycle on trips like this is such and
incredible experience, so refreshing to your
soul, but yet so hard to explain to anyone that
has not experienced it for themselves. I know
there are a lot of you reading this that know
what I mean. But for those of you that have not
yet ventured into the carefree, leave the sched-
ule behind type of motorcycle ride, I would
highly encourage it for a way to break the mold
of the daily routine and provide a boost to your
mental well being. It is also a great opportunity
to spend some quality time with your spouse or
significant other. I can honestly say that I did not
turn the TV on even one time the entire 10 days.
And didn't miss it.

Some have asked how we do a trip like this.
Since I am self employed and distribute my Hat
Saver product nationwide, to Japan and via in-
ternet sales, it is hard to be gone for much more
than a week at a time. And to maximize those
days, we generally leave on a Thursday or Fri-
day and return the next Sunday, giving us a full
10 days, but only 6 work days. Since we have
limited time, to maximize our riding time in the
area that we want to be, we ship the bike to the
destination that we want to start from.
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ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS HERE
Contact Eric Hampton via email editor@mma-az.org for details

In this case we shipped the bike to Seattle, over
1400 miles away. We used http://motorcycle-
shipping.biz . Call Mary Lou for a quote at 800-
615-3011. Cost was $565. We then got one way
tickets to Seattle and took a cab the 7 miles to
Allied warehouse where the bike was waiting.
The battery was dead when it got there, but
they had a battery cart to jump it and we were
on our way by 11am. This is a very slick way to
maximize time and start riding right where you
want to be.

Since almost half the day was already gone, we
wanted to at least get the 210 miles over the
North Cascades National Park to Winthrop done
and preferably another 100 or so if possible. It is
really pretty exciting when you finally get on the
bike, let out the clutch and realize that the next
10 days and 3300 miles are yours to do with as
you please. We headed North up I-5 through
Seattle to Scenic Hwy. 530 to Arlington where
we stopped for lunch. Unfortunately, one of the
first things we saw was a sign that said that
Hwy. 20 was closed at Ross Trail due to an ava-
lanche. Hmmm, not good considering that there
is only one way across the Cascades to
Winthrop and that is on Hwy. 20. So over lunch I
called the Park and they told me that the road
should be open by 4pm. It was about 12:30pm
when I made the call and we were only about
80 miles away. This meant 2 things, we were al-
most certain we would be staying in Winthrop

and we would have time for some quality sight
seeing along the way.

So we took our time along Hwy. 530 following it
up to Rockport where we intersected with Hwy.
20. The next 100 miles is possibly some of the
finest riding that you will ever do. The North
Cascades is an absolutely beautiful area with
gorgeous mountains and Diablo Lake with the
torquoise blue snow fed water. The road mean-
ders and curves throughout the park, taking you
past the Skagit river hydroelectric plant, dams
and presenting you with one great view after as
you rise up to the pass. Your decent on the
North Cascades Scenic Hwy. will take you
through Rainy Pass that will present you with an
awesome mountainscape with a view of the
road switchbacking down below. Certainly a
sight that you will remember.

We did this route about 4 years ago and specifi-
cally wanted to do it again. The pictures from
this trip really don't do it justice because it was a
little overcast this day, but it is an excellent ride,
certainly in the top 4 or 5 routes that I have ever
done. (See the link for the excellent photos from
4 years ago below) The frosting on the cake will
be your stop in Winthrop. We wanted to make it
further than this, but we are glad that circum-
stances kept us here. This is one of the neatest
old towns that you will find. They have done a
great job in preserving the authenticity of this

old settlement. I would highly recommend the
Hotel Rio Vista located within walking distance
to the town. The Old Schoolhouse Brewery is a
fun place to eat and usually has live entertain-
ment on the patio. Winthrop will be another
memorable part of your day.

I mentioned earlier about the camaraderie of
others who are on motorcycle trips as well. We
casually met a couple from Canada at the over-
look of Diablo Lake and exchanged a few pleas-
antries. We later sow them at another overlook
and waved to them again. We then ended up in
the same town of Winthrop at the Old School-
house and ended up talking with them and shar-
ing routes and stories for 20 minutes as we
waited for our dinner. It is just cool that you
have a friend no matter where you are as long
as there are other riders around.

So if you are looking to maximize your time in
the area that you want to ride, shipping your
bike to the start point and riding it home is a
great way to go. You still get the amount of
miles you want to ride, you just don't have to go
through 1400 miles that you don't want to ride to
get there, and save 3 days. Seattle is a great
place to start as you can do routes into Canada,
Victoria, or head down the coast of Washington,
Oregon and California. A lot of possibilities from
this start location. Next week I will be back with
our cross into Canada.

STURGIS 2020 IS ON!
https://www.bikernet.com

The Sturgis Council of Generals had a vote last
night. From one source the vote went down to 7 for
and 2 against opening the rally gates. Another
source told me the Council was reviewing five or
maybe seven, hold it, could be nine opening op-
tions. Rumor had it, they were going for option
three. The whole greasy enchilada played out on
facebook last night, so let us know if you heard any-
thing else.

According to one reporter in the fields of South
Dakota, the Council doesn’t really have much sway
whether the rally rocks of not. At one time they at-
tempted to control the name until the courts took it
away from them this year. Now you can print any
Sturgis 2020 T-shirt you like. Bottom line, the biker
world is coming to Sturgis for the Rally and no one
can stop them, except the Governor. From all ac-
counts the Governor of South Dakota is very cool.

Here’s the latest from an inside source: Rally is on.
Vendor licenses will be approved. There will be no
City sponsored events but anything else can hap-
pen. And of course the town of Buffalo Chip is host-
ing eight bands and is wide open.

So, be safe, be careful and healthy and promise not
to bring any Covid to South Dakota. Some Bikernet
staffers are heading out later this week.

–Bandit

TWISTED ROAD NEWS--Rider Success Story:
Q&A with L.A. Motorcyclist, Barry V.

The sky...and the roads...have no limits for Barry
since he started renting with Twisted Road. Here he
shares a few things he loves about riding and some
of the places it has taken him.

Tell us about your riding experience. How long have
you been riding, and how many bikes have you
owned? How did you first become interested in rid-
ing?

I rode dirt bikes as a kid…many decades ago!!! I
also had a Yamaha 250 motocross for a couple of
years along with a Harley Davidson Fat Boy (in Eng-
land). I only recently took my California rider's test
and have been riding non-stop on various bikes,
since then.

Tell us about your experiences with Twisted Road -
as either an owner, as a rider, or both. What do you
enjoy most about being part of our community?

I love the freedom of choice going onto Twisted
Road and selecting the type of bike to ride that ex-
actly fits my mood. If I want to cruise around Malibu,
tear it up in the canyons, toddle around town I have
the choice of hundreds of different types of bikes
within a fairly small radius. Renting bikes this way
erases any ownership or maintenance worries…I
don't have to fork out thousands of dollars and feel
regret about a bike sitting unridden, in the garage
like a 150bhp ornament. I ride whenever I want on
whatever I want, stress free...that's freedom.

Twisted Road is more than just a motorcycle rental
company. It is a riding community. We love to hear
stories from both our bike owners and renters about
their experiences on two wheels—what they have
seen, eaten, experienced or who they have met.
Thanks for sharing the open road with us and ride
safe!

Have a great story to tell us?
Email us at blog@twistedroad.com

==================================

VIRUS BUSTER RUN-- Twisting the Throttle on
the Economy

My name is Ben Van Leeuwarden I am the GM at
Planet Chopper, we host custom motorcycle tours in
NZ, the States and India. We are proud to present

the Virus Buster Run 2021. The ride goes from
Auckland to The Burt Munro Challenge and back
again over 12 days.

We have pre-selected bars in each town for riders to
meet at the end of each day. There is live music or-
ganised where possible and raffle tickets are sold
for a COVID-related charity.

The purpose of this run is to twist the throttle on the
economy by bringing business to New Zealand's
hard-hit restaurants, bars, hotels, motels and retail
outlets.

People are free to join for the entire trip or just meet
at the nominated bars. This 'Gypsy Run' style
means that riders from anywhere in the country can
join in. It's not just for motorcycle riders though,
everyone is welcome to come to the bars.

Given that international travel is not currently an op-
tion, this run gives the motorcycle community some-
thing to look forward to, bringing riders together in a
new and meaningful way, helping all New Zealan-
ders.

Locations include:

Planet Chopper Office to Coromandel - 6/2
Taupo - 7/2
Wellington - 8/2
Kaikoura - 9/2
Geraldine - 10/2
Queenstown 11/2
Burt Munro Challenge 12,13/2
Oamaru 14/2
Hamner Springs 15/2
Picton 16/2
Oamaru 17/2
Planet Chopper office 18/2

If you are interested in taking part then please follow
the Facebook event. Or head to the Virus Buster
page on our website to learn more.
Cheers,
--Ben


